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THIS IS BOTH A LEADER’S GUIDE AND A PARTICIPANT GUIDE.

1. Itis designed both for group use and use by an individual. For both group and personal use, you
will generally follow the main, or left column.

2. You will find specific instructions for participants in the right column.

Leader’s Guide

The sessions vary in terms of their content. A few have a list of resources needed beyond this guide
and the companion book. Most have a “goals” statement — this is a learning goal. In some, you will
find a background paragraph. Most have personal or group “action” steps that are recommended. In others
you find a paragraph called “Learning Lab.” It may be a learning experience that is suggested or a dis-
cussion guide that will lead to mutual learning,

The guide is organized for use by a learning group with a leader-facilitator (left, main body), and to the
right, you will find adaptations if you are doing the study alone.

Plan to spend 120 minutes in each training session. If possible, allow for dialogue and questions. In-
teraction cues are built into the material. The group study is best conducted in a fellowship hall around
tables to encourage dialogue. The content of the sessions is a review of critical elements presented in
the book.

You may not have time to complete all the exercises in each session, especially in Session Three. Ses-
sions are designated as “critical,” believing those to be most important. Choose those that you think
will be helpful to you. Allow the other to be completed on the student’s time.

Here is another idea. Once you complete the five sessions, start a monthly evangelism training fellowship
to keep the evangelism spirit alive. Your goal is not a study, but the creation of a movement of evan-
gelism and mission.

Participants should highlight important points in the study. The leader will introduce themes that are
considered critical. The group can engage in responding to this critical content in small groups, with
question and answer, discussion, oral reports and prayer.

Participant Study Guide

Once the study, Evangelism As Blessing, begins, it is recommended that you read at least one chapter
daily from the companion book. And that you attend the FIVE group training sessions.

If you are completing the study privately, read the guide, watch the videos and pay special attention to
the Student Learning Markers,. (As you read the text on the left, look to the right for personal adaptation notes).

There are a number of items that together constitute the “competency threshold,” meaning that only
in grasping them will the learning experience be considered successful and complete. You will find
“competency exercises” at the end of each session. Complete these on your own time.



Recommended Materials

Evangelism As Blessing Book
50 Day Prayer Guide
The SALTY Guide
OPERATION ANDREW Guide
Disciple Making Materials

Ambassador Training Materials

To Access these Free Downloadable Resources,
visit:
https://90-projectpray-org/Project2026Resources
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Introduction (10 Minutes)

ALL ITEMS ARE CRITICAL

LEADER NOTE: Extend a welcome and open
your time together in prayer.

READ: In Psalm 39, the consequences of silence

are seen. ‘I was mute with silence. I held my peace
even from [saying] good” (Psa. 39:2). David was in-
timidated in the presence of the wicked (39:1). So,
he muzzled himself. As a result, he lost his joy and
was overwhelmed with sorry. His heart burned within
him, like a convicting fire — he knew his silence was a

sin (Psa. 39:2).

Finally, overcome by inner conviction, he broke his si-
lence, “Then, I spoke with my tongue” (Psa. 39:3). His
inner search for the reason for his intimidation caused
him to conclude that life was too short to live in disobe-
dience to God and with a fear of man (39:5). “Every
man, at his best state,” David concluded, “is but vapor.”
He “walks about like a shadow” (39:5¢-6a). “What am
I waiting for?” — he asked himself. “All hope is in God”
(39:7). In the end, he discovered a sobering reality. “Hear
my prayer, O Lord, and give ear to my cry.” Then note
words, “Do not be silent...” His silence had provoked
the silence of God (Psa. 39:12). We dare not continue
to be silent.

If Completing the study solo.

READ the content to the left, and look for per-
sonal solo adaptations to the right.

PARTICIPANT NOTE: Pause to pray and ask
God, the Holy Spirit, to be your teacher.

You will need a laptop with internet access and a
printer.

Go to the website: www.PrayerAfTheHeart.org. Reg-
ister with your address. Determine the number of
homes for which you want to pray. You will be
emailed five families daily — that means you will
cover 50 homes in prayer in ten days, or 100 homes
in twenty days. We recommend some goal in the
range of those two numbers 50-100. That’s your
neighborhood mission field.

7
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LEADER NOTE: This is a review of some of the re-
sources for evangelism. For this discussion, the leader
will need a laptop with internet access, a projector and
sound.

GUIDED DiscussioN
ITeEM ONE: BLEss EvErRy HOME (15 MINUTES)
Resource Needed:

Go to www.blesseveryhome.org.

LEADER NOTE: Register beforehand. Time per-
mitting, you might demonstrate a registration in
the training class. Use the Church address. After
registration, a map will appear, denoting the loca-
tion of the registered address and surrounding hous-
es. Determine the number of homes for which you
want to pray. You will be emailed five homes daily.

The Goal: To obey Christ, by praying for our neigh-
bors to know Christ. Every home in the nation should
be adopted for prayer by believers — whole cities, neigh-
borhood by neighborhood, each of us joining the ef-
fort. Each day, after registering, Bless Every Home sends
a daily email with a list of five neighbors. Participants
simply click the link, noting that they have prayed for
the five neighbors sent to them. Or, perhpas, that they
have met them, or even shared Christ with them. The
app is simple to use. Churches can sign up to see the
neighborhood prayer impact of their congregation with
the goal of adopting every home in their mission area.
Praying for five neighbors daily covers 100 nearby
families in 20 days.

Personal Action: Sign up to bless your neighbors,
beginning by praying for them.

Leader Action: Get the entire congregation signed
up. 50 families x 100 neighbor homes = 5000 families
covered in prayer. A church of 100 families = 10,000
homes covered in prayer. A church of a hundred fam-
ilies potentially impacting 10,000 families. Of those,
7500 are functionally unchurched.

ITEM Two: SarLry GrRouPs (15 MINUTES)

Resources Needed:

Download and print the SALTY GROUP
GUIDE - use the first one in the series. Go to
www.prayerattheheart.org.
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PARTICIPANT LEARNING MARKERS:
. Decide to obey Christ by “loving your neighbor.”

. Your first obligation, the first way you show

love and care is by praying — and blessing the
unchurched.

. “Love your neighbor,” according to Jesus, is

the second greatest commandment — it is mis-
sional. It is an extension of God’s love for us,
and evidence, that we have become a loving
and caring person.

. Note: Some surveys indicate that church-go-

ing Christians are the least involved with their
neighbors of anyone else on the block. Their
lives are invested with other believers — not
with the lost.

5. Go to blesseveryhome.com — the website or the app.

. Sign-up. You will see a map showing the lo-

cation of your home and the homes of your
neighbors — names and addresses.

. Adopt 50-100 for prayer. You will always pray

for five daily.

. First you pray for your neighbors. Go through

the entire list, five neighbors at a time. Then
ask God how you can care — showing His love
to those who live near you. Then, look for
open hearts to share the good news. Pray for

neighborhood of Christians.

“It is the duty of every Christian to be
Christ to his neighbor.”

Martin Luther

“The Great Commission is not
an option to be considered; it is a
command to be obeyed.”

Hudson Taylor
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LEADER NOTE: Review the guide and the
idea of SALTY groups. Consider the num-
ber of believers in your congregation who work
at a public site — an office, medical facility, school,
business, manufacturing plant, etc. They would
find two other believers, not necessarily from your
congregation. Those three or more would agree to
meet for prayer weekly to encourage one another
to be SALTY Christians and to see fellow workers
saved. Track the number of SALTY GROUPS

Goal: To take Christ to work. Many Christians have
concealed their faith in the marketplace. As we go public
with our faith, we want to gently nudge other Christians
to be salt and light in the workplace. These believers, as
few as three, agree to meet, say, at lunch, for thirty min-
utes, weekly. Using the SALTY GUIDE, they would pray
together, inviting God to come to the workplace. Re-
member, He comes where He is invited. Who is regularly
inviting God to your workplace, to sanctify that space,
to reveal Himself as merciful and holy? We spend forty
or more hours weekly in spaces where God is ignored,
marginalized or perhaps denied and denigrated.

If you own the company or are in a position of manage-
ment, you have jurisdictional authority. You cannot and
dare not force faith onto employees, but you might be
surprised at how value-based companies are flourishing
and how the most indifferent to faith, warms up to the
idea of God’s love and blessing. Some without jurisdic-
tional authority, have relational authority — the authori-
ty of influence. They have management’s ear. Both must
ask, “Did God give me this authority and influence? Do
I believe that He is sovereign? That He guides my steps,
opening doors and has blessed me with this job — only
as a means of provision? What is God’s plan for my role
— my authority and influence?” In surrendering your
life to God, you cannot leave out your work life!

If you have neither jurisdictional authority or rela-
tional influence, you must remember that heaven has
commissioned you to be a king and a priest. This is
spiritual authority, and it is no small thing. It is not
merely a sentimental idea. You are a carrier of God’s
presence — a living, moving, breathing mobile temple.
Christ is in you. Think of it, you are not only an or-
ganic temple, but the priest of Christ at your place
of work, the informal chaplain. You are perhaps the
rare contact that some have with someone who loves
Christ. We must humbly exercise spiritual authority

9

..----.-.-.-.-.-.@

Session One: Critical Resources

PARTICIPANT NOTE:

Download and print the SALTY guide, and look for
two people who will work with you and will pray with
you using the guide. Encourage other believers to use
the guide. Create a network across the city of SALTY
GROUPS. These would be interdenominational.

“The spirit of Christ is the spirit of
missions. The nearer we get to Him,
the more intensely missionary we
become.”

Henry Martyn




Euvangelisn Ao lessing - Congpanion Reviear Gluide

by inviting God’s kingdom into the workplace. You
are a missionary.

A ‘salty’ group of believers gather weekly, motivating
one another, to be salt and light at their workplace.

They are:

» S - Supplicants, people of prayer, who realize
they are...

» A - Anointed, even at work, Appointed to
represent God ...

» L - His Light in what may be a dark place.

An extension of His Love.

» T - Their Talk is wholesome and when appro-
priate, they are Telling others about the good-
ness of God.

» Y - They are prayerfully Yielding their lives
to the prompting of the Holy Spirit. SALTY!

Learning Lab: Each SALTY group is an informal
and highly personal prayer-evangelism outreach in the
marketplace. It is stealth — not meant to be seen. This
mission begins in prayer and continues in prayer.

Divide into groups of three — and have each group
briefly review the guide.

Action: How many would ‘consider’ starting a SALTY
group at their workplace.

e Do you know two other believers who
would join you?

Homework:

e  Share the SALTY GUIDE material with a
fellow workplace believer.

e DPray together about beginning a work-
place SALTY GROUP.

e Brainstorm about other co-workers that
might round out the group (Maximum
Size for a SALTY Group is 6-8). Start a
second group. All groups meet together
weekly.

e Announce a time and have your first
meeting.

e Each month, a new guide is available.
The guides are evangelical and cross-de-
nominational.

Appoint a SALTY leadership team to help encourage

and coordinate marketplace prayer.

10

“If your Gospel isn’t touching others,
it hasn'’t touched you!”

Curry R. Blake

PARTICIPANT LEARNING MARKERS:

1.

Review the SALTY GUIDE.

2. MEMORIZE the acronym — SALTY.

3. Find a fellow-worker and introduce them to

the SALTY guide.

Ask each other, “Should we, as believers, not
be more intentional about our faith and the
souls of others in the workplace?”

If the answer is, “Yes!”, then find others
who will join you in the venture: 30 minutes
of prayer weekly at your workplace, inviting
God’s presence and saving grace.

You want to pray on-site, without creating a
sight. In many locations, this will be an “off
the radar screen” group.

You want a movement of SALTY groups
across the city.

Remember, you pray for those who work
around you. Find ways to care. And look for
opportunities to share Christ.

rea e omomomomomomn o D Mo em oo e e e



ITEM THREE: OPERATION ANDREW
(15 MINUTES)

Resource Needed:

Download and print the Operation Andrew
Booklet from prayeratthebeart.org.

The Billy Graham Association used Operation Andremw.
They credit 80 percent of the conversions in Billy Gra-
ham’s crusades to friends bringing friends. Remem-
ber, Andrew brought Peter, his brother to Christ. An-
drew himself, an apostle, impacted nations. But Peter,
whom Andrew introduced to Jesus, became the leader
among the apostles. Peter is mentioned 191 times in
the Bible. He gives us two epistles, and Mark’s gos-
pel is considered Peter’s gospel. Our Catholic friends
credit him with founding the church in Rome. He, of
course, died there as martyr.

Operation Andrew encourages believers to pray for family
and friends, work associates and neighbors, who they
might introduce to Christ. The process begins in prayer.

Leader Action: Introduce the resource.

Goal: Get everyone praying regularly for those they
love to come to Christ.

Group Action:

1. Using the Operation Andrew guide, make a
list of unchurched family members, friends,
work associates, and neighbors.

2. Ask, “How many are on your list?”” The num-
ber may vary from a handful to fifty or more.

3. Next, categorize the list, indicating those “most
open, somewhat open, and closed.”” Pray for all of
them — at least weekly. But concentrate on those
most open. The goal is to pray for them daily.

4. Find two other Christians who will also use the
Operation Andrew model. Agree to connect in
prayer weekly. Pray for the grace and courage to
share the gospel with those on your list. Share
the names of those most open to your prayer
partners, “My oldest son ... brother-in-law ...
my boss ... my neighbor ... my doctor.”

5. The Billy Graham organization says that the
overwhelming success of Billy Graham’
ministry was believers bringing friends.
Eighty percent of the crusade conversions

11
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Session One: Critical Resources

PARTICIPANT NOTE:

Print and review the Operation Andrew guide. Com-
plete it by listing family, friends, work associates,
neighbors who are not actively involved in a church.

“Someone asked, “Will the heathen [un-
reached nations] who have never heard the
Gospel be saved?’ It is more a question with

me as to whether we who have the Gospel
and fail to give it to those who have not
heard can be saved.”

Charles Spurgeon

PARTICIPANT LEARNING MARKERS:
1. Review the Operation Andrew handout.

2. Prayerfully make your list of unchurched
family members, friends, work associates, and
neighbors who need Christ.

3. Add some city leader, someone who has local au-
thority and influence, and pray for them as well.

4. Organize your list to those “most open,” those
who are “somewhat open,” and those who ap-
pear “closed to Christ.”

Keep the list where you can review it daily.

Pray for the “most open” every day. Pray for
the entire list weekly.

7. Look for two others who will join you in pray-
ing that you will all become an ‘Andrew’ bring-
ing friends to Christ.

8. Pray for one another weekly — and for those on
one another’s ‘most open’ list.

9. Launch a unified holy conspiracy to engage
these unchurched folks with the gospel.

10. Remember the ‘Good Samaritan” story and
watch for those that God may add to your list.
Someone he puts in your path. Someone to
whom you can demonstrate His love.
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involved relational evangelism. Operation
Andrew, believers praying for, sharing with,
and bringing their friends to the crusade was

the key to success.

ITEM FOUR: THE BLEss PRAYER

Resource Needed:
A copy of the ‘BLESS’ prayer, an acronym.

(15 MINUTES)

Goal: To change our approach to evangelism, but the
character and process. First, by rooting it in prayer and
activating the church as an intercessory missional com-
munity. Second, by embracing our role as priests of the
Lord, and as agents of reconciliation. Third, by connect-
ing evangelism to blessing. Fourth, by speaking the lan-
guage of blessing, introducing truth on the back of love.

Learning Lab:

A. Read the “BLESS’ prayer.

Father, today, we BLESS
(Name)

1.

We pray that s BODY
would be blessed, healed, rested, able to
fully function without pain. We ask for
your touch on them physically, for special
grace and strength.

We pray for ’s LABOR,
their ability to work on the job and at home.
That you would grant them strength to be
fully functional. Give them mobility. Pro-
tect them from accidents. Give them a ful-
filling job, one with benefits and compen-
sation worthy of their effort. Bless them in
their LABOR, and bless the place where
they labor, and the people for whom they
work, and with whom they work.

3,

We pray for S
EMOTIONAL  well-being,  For their
peace. For greater levels of joy — for a ful-
filled life. For healthy friends and caring
relationships that leave them feeling warm
and grateful. Protect them from the bruis-
ing and battering that life brings us too
often. Let them know your love and grace.

12

“The Church exists for nothing else
but to draw men into Christ, to make
them little Christs. If they are not
doing that, all the cathedrals, cler-
gy, missions, sermons, even the Bible
itself, are simply a waste of time. God
became Man for no other purpose.”

C. S. Lewis

PARTICIPANT LEARNING MARKERS:
1. Memorize the outline of the BLESS praye

2. Practice praying this for those on your “most
open” list.

3. Imagine how you might pray it over some-
one with them present. What language would
change. What might God have you emphasize
with each letter — BLESS.

4. Join those in your Operation Andrew triad and
pray over one another to be bold, by faith, and
yet humble, by God’s grace, to break your si-
lence and begin to speak to those around the

language of blessing.

5. You have to be blessed to bless others. That
means you must not only hear the blessing,
you must receive it.

6. Hold one another accountable: To how many people
did you speak a word of blessing this week? Did you
pray a prayer of blessing over anyone?

7. Did you have a moment when the work environ-
ment was hostile or someone confrontational, and
you realized that blessing others is empowered by
God’s grace and demands forgiveness.

.._--.-.-.-.-.-.-.@



3,

4. We pray for S
SOCIAL  circle. For their fam-
ily. For  their  children  and
grandchildren. For family-like friends.
That they will not be alone. We pray for
healthy relationships. For warmth and

love. For them to live in a place where
they feel secure and loved.

3,

5. We pray for S
SOUL. For them to know you and the
power of your resurrection. For them to
have a personal relationship with you that
transforms them. For their lives to be di-

rected by you, guided by you — and that
any design of the enemy or malevolent
evil interference would be broken. Let
them experience a truly transforming,
redirecting experience with Christ. We
bless them, praying that they will know
your goodness.

B.  Commit the BLESS prayer to memory:
e  Prayer for the B-body.
e ... for the L-labor, work and career.
e ... for E-emotional needs.
e ... for their S-social circle, influen-
tial friends.

e .. for their S-soul, their salvation.

C. This is the BLESS prayer. It is hardly objec-
tionable. If someone asked you, “Are you pray-
ing for me?” You can say without hesitation,
“Yes!” And if they probe, “So, just what are
you praying?” You can reply, “I am praying for
God to BLESS you! — your body, your labor,
for your inner life and emotional well-being,
for your family and social circle — and for you
to know how much God loves you!” Who can
object to such a prayer?

Action: Pray the ‘BLESS’ prayer with someone on
your Operation Andrew list in mind.

Story: (10 Minutes)

Jean-Michel Basquiat was an American artist who died
at the young age of 27, unfortunately, from a drug
overdose. He rose to success during the 1980s as part
of the neo-expressionism movement. Born in Brook-
lyn in 1960, he was a part of non-conformist hippie
scene of that era. His paintings, some 600 not counting

13
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Session One: Critical Resources

“How you believe God perceives
people will determine how you
respond to them.”

Jacquelyn K. Heasley
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1500 drawings, are still immensely popular, one selling

for more than $100 million dollars. The young artist,

when he died, it was not only a celebration, he was

wealthy and his work was growing in popularity.. Af-

ter his death, it was discovered that he secretly signed
some of his artwork with invisible ink. As experts at

Sotheby’s Auction House were preparing a painting

for sale. Examining it with ultraviolet light, “the sig-
nature just popped up,” one of the experts recalled.

Both the artist’s name and date were revealed. That
signature escalated the price of the painting, called Or-
ange Sports Figure, which then sold for 75 million HKD
(Hong Kong Dollars), about 10 million USA dollars.'

Everyone you meet has been signed by God. The Bas-
quiat signature was found under a couple layers of
paint. The image of God in us has also been obscured
by sin and its damage. Nevertheless, that signature
of God can never be erased. That’s why God refus-
es to give up on the most savage sinner. Redeemed,
the layers of sin removed, the beauty of God’s ho-
liness emerges. And what a story the before and af-
ter restoration picture tells. The blessing of God calls
out God’s image. It is the challenge to come home to
God, and have our identity affirmed. That is the role
of evangelism — good news! What you were created to
be, and despite what may have transpired in your life,
what God can do with you and through you now.

He signed you. You are his artwork.

Session Close:

1. “What was your take-away from this session?”’

2. Evangelism, the witness of the love of Jesus
we offer to others, is frightening to some peo-
ple. What did you learn in this session that
takes away the anxiety about sharing your
faith?

3. Pray.

Y “Sothebys TFinds Hidden Signature on Basquiat Work,” Deseret News, Feb. 14, 2012, https://www.deseret.
com/2012/2/14/20393120/sotheby-s-finds-hidden-signature-on-basquiat-work. See also: https://www.chtisties.com/
en/artists/jean-michel-basquiatrlotavailability= All&sortby=relevance.

14
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Urdisstanding the (Vissing

Introduction

ALL ITEMS ARE CRITICAL

Background

Here is the thesis. (5 MINUTES) PARTICIPANT LEARNING MARKERS:
Blessing wakes up in individuals a sense of God’s 1+ Bless 10 people this week. Keep a list.
watchful presence. The clearest indication of 2. Look for specific people, as led by the Lord, or

God’s presence is His love. Awakened to God’s
unconditional love, we are constrained. Captivat-
ed. The atmosphere of unconditional love allows
for the conviction of truth — true truth. Truth
that transforms. “The goodness of God,” we are
told, “leads to repentance” (Romans 2:4) At the
intersection of love and truth, we experience the 4.
liberating power of the Holy Spirit.

Proverbs 15:4 tells us, “The soothing tongue is a tree
of life, but a perverse tongue crushes the spirit.” That’s
quite an assertion. We are back in Genesis at the ‘tree of
life.” Another translation calls this a ‘wholesome’ tongue. 6.
The Hebrew word, marpe, means to heal, to cure, to im-

part health, or to realize a remedy. This is the life-giv- 7
ing, wholesome speech of the believer. The words of a
friend bring tranquility into chaos. Language is curative,
medicine for the troubled soul. Psalm 107:20 (NASB)
declares, “He sent His word and healed them, And
saved them from their destruction.” In Colossians 4:6,

15

speak a blessing randomly.

. Make notes — how many were informal, “God

bless you,” blessings, and how may were more
formal, “Could I pray a prayer of blessing over
you?”

Make notes: What was the reaction of those
you blessed?

. And what was your reaction? How did you feel

the encounter went? Were you comfortable?
Fearful? Confident? Overjoyed?

Did the blessing open up into a conversation
about Christ? Or erupt into a hostile reaction?

. Did anyone decide to follow Jesus?

8. Did the Holy Spirit speak to you about some-

one for whom you prayed? Keep the ‘Spir-
it-whispers’ as clues for prayer and evangelism
to that person.

..---.....-.-.-.-.@



Euvangelisn Ao Blessing - Conpanion Revieawr Guide

Paul urges, “Let your speech always be gracious” — full of
life-giving grace. Our prayer for open hearts, along with
an exemplary walk and talk, a soothing tongue, leads un-
believers to a place of longing for life, for God.

ITEM ONE: THE POWER OF BLESSING

(10 MINUTES)

Goal: To be encouraged as believers to speak a blessing
to others. And to believe that ‘the blessing” has a spiritual
impact. As we say the words, God does the blessing.

Learning Lab:

1.

“Have you ever noticed how people react
when you say, “God bless you,” or “Have a
blessed day!” Most say, “Thank you!” ex-
pressing gratitude. Some respond, “God bless
you too.” Occasionally, it is as if you have giv-
en someone the gift of hope.

“God bless you” is a kind of prayer you say
over someone else. Invoking God’s name
over them, you are praying that they would
know His goodness and love.

GROUP EXERCISE: Have 3-5 people, de-
pending on the size of your group, ready, on
que, one after another, to stand and sponta-
neously call someone’s name in the room, and
looking at them, declare,

Nate: “John (for example), God bless you.”
Alice: “Susie, May God bless you.”

And so on. The more spontaneous, the
more effective.

Assign each person a different and inten-
sifying line:

“God bless you! ... May the God of
heaven, who loves you, bless you...God’s
hand of blessing, on you all your life,
even when you did not realize, is on you
now — and it will make all the difference
in your life ... God bless you, and let you
know, and experience, and believer that
He loves you, and that His blessing en-
riches and empowers you.”

Make these personal.
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PARTICIPANT NOTES:

In the absence of a group, do this. Spontaneous-
ly, call someone by name and say, “[John], God
bless you!” Repeat that as the Lord leads you,
with others. Then move to the next level.

Add to the “God bless you!” the following per-
sonalization, depending on the need of the in-
dividual and the leading of the Lord. “May the
God of heaven, who loves you, bless you.” Tell
them, “God’s hand of blessing has been on you
all your life, even when you did not realize it. And
it is on you now — and it will make all the dif-
ference in your life.” This is my prayer for you,
“May God bless you, and may you know, and ex-
perience, and believe that He loves you, and that
His blessing is is interested to enrich and empow-
er you.”

Improvise. Make it personal.
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Action:

1.

The Bible says, “It is the goodness of God
that leads to repentance” (Romans 2:4).

A simple and sincere, “God bless you!” opens
the windows of heaven. It quickens in men and
women who hear and respond positively to the
blessing, a sense of God’s love and watchful
care. People are starved for the love of God.

THEREFORE, we commit to ‘Speak Bless-
ing’ to others — inside and outside the church.

ITEM TWO: MOVING TO THE PRIESTLY

MipDLE (10 MINUTES)

Goal: To get to the middle.

1.

Priests stand on the bridge between heaven
and earth, giving God visibility and audibility
(Exodus 19:6; 1 Peter 2:9).

God wants you — in the middle, representing
Him, speaking His blessing.

We, however, prefer the comfortable end.

We prefer to be blessed with no obligation to
pass on the blessing.

But God not only wants to bless us, but He
also wants to bless others through us, from
this middle position.

Learning Lab:

1.

feel

someone

Christians ~ don’t
thy enough to bless else.
You might ask the question, “How
many in this room feel unworthy? Ask,

“Why?” The answers will vary.
e “Idon’t feel that I am Christlike enough ...”

Many

wor-

e “Isee my own failures and feel guilty...”
e “Iwould feel like a hypocrite...”

e “I don’t feel adequate or confident
enough...”

e “Who am I to ‘bless’ someone else?”

Explain: Itisn’t your blessing. You are the actor
on the stage of life reading the lines given by
God. You are the priest, in the middle, pass-
ing on a blessing greater than your own, “May

17
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Session Two: Understanding The Blessing

Insight:

In previous generations, we met our
friends and future spouses ‘personal-
ly.” Now, due to the relational alien-
ation, we meet through the websites,
apps, social media. Seventy percent of
romantic relationships begin online.
A third get introduced by a friend.
Online relationships are safer, for a
cautious generation, they end by un-
friending the other.

PARTICIPANT LEARNING MARKERS:

1.

10.

You should have made your Operation An-

drew list.

You want to pray weekly for the entire list, and
daily for those ‘most open’ to Christ on the list.

Lay that aside for a moment and ask yourself
the question. “Who has God put on my heart —
to pray for, to care about, and to share Christ?’

That person(s) may not be on your list!

God puts us in some ‘middle’ between Him and
the lost — for prayer, for care, and for salvation.

Back to your Operation Andrew list — who on
you list is not merely a friend, but an assign-
ment from God?

If the person(s) who have been assigned to
you by the Holy Spirit, are not on your Opera-
tion Andrew list — add them. And give special
attention to them in prayer.

Follow the leading of the Lord — to send them a
text, a card, to give them a call. Obey the Lord.

Just praying for them is a spititual gift to them.
In prayer, you become like a satellite dish, de-
flecting the spirit of God to them, like a relay
tower on the earth. You are the ground contact
for God’s work of grace.

Pray in the Spirit for them and obey God. He
may send you to them, as He did Ananias to
Saul. If He does, He will give the words to say
and tell you what to do. Be confident.
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God bless you today.”” And, “May He be with you
today ... watch over you ... guide and direct you
... May you experience His love and grace, His
presence.” This is really a prayer.

Action: Have someone, perhaps the most timid and shy
person in the room, pronounce a prayerful blessing. You
may have to coach them, feeding them the words.

ITEM THREE: INTENSIFYING THE BLESSING
(20 MINUTES)

Goal: To move from a casual, “God bless you” to a
more intentional and deliberate blessing.

Learning Lab: The Holy Spirit will help you know
when and to whom it is appropriate to say, “May I
pray a prayer of blessing over you?”

1. The prayer should be simple.
2. The Holy Spirit will give you the words.
3. Hereis an example:

“Father, our Father (Not ‘my, but ‘our
you are inviting them into the family), I
pray for your grace.” For [name] to know
and experience your love’. You care’ about

, and that is why this encoun-
ter took place. It was no accident. You guide
our steps’, and you want to carry our load.®
May now  experience
your grace, your power — the power that
saves, heals and delivers — that sets us free.”

You want to know you and
call you, father®. I invoke the name of Je-
sus over °. And I pray for

to experience your presence
and the purpose you have for his/her life™.

4. Use this template in the learning group to
pray for someone else.

PARTICIPANT ACTION:

You need to practice this. Since you are not in a
group, find a person on whom you can pronounce
a blessing. This is a prayerful blessing, from a pos-
ture of humility.

“Not called!’ did you say? ‘Not heard
the call,” I think you should say. Put
your ear down to the Bible and hear
Him bid you go and pull sinners out of
the fire of sin. Put your ear down to the
burdened, agonized heart of humanity,
and listen to its pitiful wail for help.
Go stand by the gates of hell and hear
the damned entreat you to go to their
father's house and bid their brothers
and sisters and servants and masters not
to come there.” Then look Christ in the
face, whose mercy you have professed to
obey, and tell Him whether you will
join heart and soul and body and cir-
cumstances in the march to publish His
mercy to the world.”

William Booth

* Ephesians 2:8-9; 2 Corinthians 12:9. Hebrews 4:16; Romans 6:14.

3 Ephesians 3:19; John 3:16; Romans 8:35-39.
4 Psalm 23; 1 Peter 5:7; Isaiah 46:4; Proverbs 3:24.

5 Psalm 37:23-24; 119:105; Proverbs 3:5-6; 16:9; Jeremiah 29:11.

¢ Psalm 55:22; 68:19; Matthew 11:28-30; Isaiah 41:10.

7 Romans 1:16; 10:9-10; Ephesians 2:8-9; 2 Corinthians 12:9.

8 Isaiah 63:16; Matthew 6:9; Galatians 4:6; I John 3:1; Romans 8:15.
?Romans 10:13; Acts 2:38; Luke 10:17; Psalm 118:26; Philippians 2:9-10.
10 Psalm 23; Isaiah 41:10; Joshua 1:9; James 4:8; Hebrews 13:5.
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Exploration: What was the effect of the
prayer? On the person over whom the prayer
was prayed? In the person praying? In others
in the room as listeners?

Take time to review the scriptures (footnotes)
associated with the blessing!

ITEM FOUR - THE BiBLicAL BLESSING

(20 MINUTES)

Goal: To know the blessing God intended Aaron, the
priest, to speak over Israel.

Learning Lab:

1.

Action:

1.

Here is the blessing: “The Lord bless you,
and keep you, and smile upon you. Amen.'"”’

Have the group say this together.

Here is the full Aaronic blessing, Have someone
demonstrate this, praying it over all present.

The Lorp bless you and keep you,
The Lorp cause His face to shine on _you
and be gracious to you, The L.oRD lift up
His face to you and give you peace.

God’s promise: “When the priests ‘invoke’ the
sacred name of the Lord over the people... I
will bless you!”

Our obedient action: To bless. The invoke the
‘sacred name.’

His Action: God blesses them. He acts with us,
as we, by grace, are aligned with His purposes.

The Principle:

There is a blessing connected to our uttering
the sacred name of the Lord. From the New
Testament perspective, there is power in ut-
tering the sacred name of Jesus.

In the New Testament economy, the role of
believers has been elevated to the status of
a kingdom of priests. We are authorized to
utter this blessing with the confidence that
while we speak it, God is working quietly in
the lives of those that we bless.

" Numbers 6:24:26; Psalm 20:4.
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PARTICIPANT LEARNING MARKERS:

1.

From your Operation Andrew list of ten people
you will bless this week, set a goal of being in-
tentional in at least one blessing.

Here you ask, “May I pray a prayer of blessing
over you?”

Make notes, as you did above. What was the re-
action of the person for whom you prayed?

Were they open, or guarded? Eager to receive
the blessing or anxious about it?

How did you think the encounter went? Were
you comfortable? Fearful? Confident? Over-
joyed?

Did the blessing start a conversation about
Christ? Or was it the result of a conservation
about Christ?

Did the person decide to follow Jesus?

Did the Holy Spirit speak to you about the per-
son as you prayed for them? These are ‘Spit-
it-whispers,” or spititual discernment. Sometimes
they are words of knowledge or wisdom. They
are not known intellectually, but intuitively. They
are perceptions, sometimes vague, rather than
clear cognitions. They are always clues for prayer
and evangelism to that person.

PARTICIPANT ACTION:

Use the template. Memorize it as an outline. Use
it to pray for someone using that template.

PARTICIPANT NOTE:

Read the Aaronic blessing;
Memorize it — at least, its essence.

Find someone and pronounce this blessing
over them.
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“So, they shall invoke My name on the sons
of Israel, and then I will bless them.”

5. 'The above is only a template. But there are
several things that are not random. Encourage
participants to take time to read the scriptures

behind the prayer.

(Just for your review.)

e GOD - FATHER. First, God is Father,
even to the prodigal. This is an invitation
to come home (Luke 15:11-32).

e The GROUND of GRACE. Second the
ground here is that of grace. The goal is
for the individual to know, to experience
God’s love (Ephesians 2:8-9; 2 Corinthi-
ans 12:9; Hebrews 4:16; Romans 6:14).

e The GUIDANCE of GOD. There is an
affirmation of Gods care for the individ-
ual and His sovereignty — this encounter
was no accident. Though unaware, God
is guiding each individual with the goal
of making their burden light (Psalm 23;
1 Peter 5:7; Isaiah 46:4; Proverbs 3:24;
Psalm 37:23-24; 119:105; Proverbs 3:5-
6; 16:9; Jeremiah 29:11).

e Enabling GRACE. Enabling grace is the
power that saves. It is the grace that de-
livers and liberates, heals and makes new
and leads to home.

e GOD’S PRESENCE. And finally, there
is a prayer for knowing God's presence, fol-
lowed by a more formal blessing prayer
(Romans 1:16; 10:9-10; Ephesians 2:8-9;
2 Corinthians 12:9).

PARTICIPANT LEARNING MARKERS:

1.

Memorize the Aaronic blessing, It’s okay if
you patraphrase it but grasp its spirit and dom-
inant message and master from it the language
of a priestly, formal blessing,

Look at the critical elements in the blessing,

Remember, the scripture emphasizes the con-
nection between the blessing and the name of
God — Yahweh, and from the New Testament
perspective, the name of Jesus becomes prom-
inent.

There is then, no blessing apart from Jesus. He
is the fountain of God’s blessings.

Therefore, the essence of the blessing is to
“put God’s name on someone.” It is a call to
know God, through Christ, and to be identi-
fied with Him.

When we do this, invoking God’s name over
others, God blesses them.

Our responsibility is to ‘say the words.” God
takes responsibility ‘for the blessing!’

. The one blessed must ‘receive’ the blessing

and choose to be associated with ‘the name!’
That leads to a blessed life.

“If I am content to heal a hurt

slightly, saying ‘Peace, peace,” where

is no peace; and if I forget the poi-
gnant word, ‘Let love be without

dissimulation’ and blunt the edge of

truth, speaking not right things but

smooth things, then I know nothing

ITEM FIVE: THE BALANCE (15 MINUTES) of Calvary love.”

Goal: The embrace of the love-truth balance. )
Amy Carmichael

There can be no true love without truth (Eph.
4:15; 1 Cor. 13:6; 1 John 3:18), otherwise love
is only a wrapping for a lie. It is not authentic.

Likewise, there is no truth without love since

the greatest truth is that God loves us. He loves
us enough to always tell us the truth about our-

selves, both what we are and what we can be, by

grace. Thus love and truth; and truth that trues,

tapping God’s saving, liberating power.

20
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Learning Lab:

1. Watch the ideological movement:

We bless, as an expression of God's love.

In doing so, we awaken a sense of God's good-
ness and presence.

Awareness of His presence quickens love —
and applies truth in love.

The goodness of God leads to repen-

tance.

At the intersection of love and
truth,

The Holy Spirit works to
convict, and convince
men of righteousness, and
to bring change — conver-
sion, salvation.

2. Repeat the language above, especially italicized
words.

3. Ask the questions:

How do we express God’s love? — by blessing.

What happens when we bless others? — We
awaken a sense of God’s goodness and His
presence.

What leads to true repentance? — the over-
whelming, contradictory and captivating
sense of God’s goodness, in view of our sin.

When we are aware of God’s presence, what is
the clearest indicator? — a sense of God’s love.

When God’s presence comes, what is applied
in love? — truth!

And who works, in addition to our witness, at
the intersection of love and truth? — the Holy
Spirit.

And what does the Holy Spirit do? — he convicts
men of their sin, and convinces them of righ-
teousness, and energizes change, conversion.

And what is the first domino in this series of
events? — blessing others, as an expression of

God’s love.
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PARTICIPANT LEARNING MARKERS:
WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW.
1. Watch the ideological movement here.

2. A blessing is an expression of God’s love. We
could say, “God loves you, you know.” Or the
child-like “Jesus loves you.”

3. Love and blessing express God’s nature — not
wrathful, butloving and gracious. God is good!

4. We want, as we bless others, and express God’s
love, to be aware of His presence in the mo-
ment. It is His presence that opens the heart to
experience God’s love. The clearest indication of
God’s presence is a sense of His love.

5. Without the anesthesia of love, it is difficult
to administer the medicine of truth. But note
this, there is not true love without truth. Truth
trues us!

6. It leads to repentance.

7. At the intersection of love and truth, we en-
counter the power of the Holy Spirit

WHAT YOU NEED TO DO

1. Start with love — unconditional love, with
someone on your Operation Andrew list.

2. Demonstrate love.

3. With their permission, pray for them. Bless
them.

4. Discern God’s presence. Help them to know
what His presence ‘feels like” Tell them,
“That’s God’s love.”

5. They may be numb. If so, keep loving them.

6. You want a love and truth balance, but there is
little you do until they experience God’s draw-
ing, disarming love.

“Love, true love, is the medicine for
our sick old world. If people can
learn to give and receive love, they
will usually recover from their physi-
cal and mental illnesses.”

Dr. Karl Menninger
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Action:

1.

We must stop praying selfishly —about ourselves
and our problems, while failing to pray about
those who have never known the love of God,
the 3.5 billion who have yet to hear the gospel.

We cannot be preoccupied with our nar-
row slice of pain — it is the distraction of the
world, the flesh, and the Evil One to prevent
intercessory-missional prayer.

Remember: God’s arms are big enough
to embrace us, and our problems,
and also those on the other side of
the globe. The question is — are we willing to
make room in our hearts and devote times
in prayer for those who have never heard of
Jesus, the Christ?

Intercessory prayer cannot be used only in
prayer requests for each other as believers. It
is the missional aspect of prayer.

It calls for us to stand ‘in the middle, be-
tween God and a lost world and pray for the
light to break into the darkness. We are to be
a kingdom of priests, invoking the name of
Jesus over our friends and the world. Speak-
ing God’s love as blessing. Using life-giving
language.

Determine TODAY — to break your silence
and begin to say, “God bless you ... He loves
you ... Have a blessed day!”

Look for the response in the faces of those
you greet — do it with friends and complete
strangers. Someone in your path may need
more than a ‘God bless you!” They may need
a prayer of blessing, a taste of grace. You
are now on the edge of actively becoming a
priest, an agent of reconciliation. Don’t be
afraid. God will guide you.

Story: (10 MINUTES)

In the early days of aviation when flying was a pioneer

adventure, one pilot set out to make an ambitious trans-

continental flight. He was a couple hours from his last

landing field — when landing fields were not common.

That’s when he heard a strange gnawing sound — a rat.

On the ground, at one of his stops, the creature must
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PARTICIPANT LEARNING MARKERS:

1. Eatrlier we mentioned “moving to the middle.”

We now return to that theme.

. Prayer requests, so abundant in the US, places

us on end of the requested blessing from God.
Let’s be clear, there is no problem with being
on the end of God’s blessing or standing ‘in the
middle’ and interceding for a fellow believer.

. However, God wants to move us to the middle

to pray, not for a fellow believer, but for a future
believer. The highest calling of intercession is
prayer for the lost, missional prayer.

. We must make room in our heart and on our

schedule to give ourselves to prayer for the
wortld, for kings and nations.

. Abram was blessed to bless nations! And we too,

are challenged, to “pray for kings and those in
authority,” indeed, to lift holy hands in a priestly
fashion, praying everywhere. Blessing everyonel
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have climbed aboard with no one noticing. The pilot
did not know what critical cable or piece of equip-
ment that the unwanted creature was now feeding on,
and he could leave his seat to search him out. For min-
utes that seemed like hours, he listened to the distress-
ing sound, expecting some onboard system to stop
functioning, Could he survive another two hours until
he reached the next safe landing strip without some
critical function abruptly stopping? Suddenly, he re-
membered. Rodents are acclimated to the ground, not
for the sky. He pressed the nose of the plane skyward,
higher and higher — a thousand feet, but the sound
continued. Another few thousand — he could still hear
it. Above ten thousand — the sound had not abated.
When he reached twenty-thousand feet, the gnawing
stopped. The rat was dead. He could not endure the
high altitude. The blessing of God elevates us. It draws
us upward into the presence of a holy God. The clos-
er we are to Him, the more we yield the upward draw
of His love, His presence, the more the things of this
world die along with their destructive capability. The
blessing of God compels us to draw near to God, and
for a time, through prayer, to leave this world behind,
and return to it, blessed and ready to bless others.

Session Close:
1. “What was your take-away from this ses-
sion?”

2. Evangelism, witnessing about the love of
Jesus and offering that love to others is
frightening to some Christians. What did
you learn in this session that takes away the
anxiety about sharing God’s love?

3. Prayer.

23

..----.-.-.-.-.-.@

Session Two: Understanding The Blessing







AW

Introduction

CRITICAL ITEMS: Marked with “*.
Items: 1, 3, 8,9, 15.

ITEM ONE: GRASPING THE BLESSING*
(10 MINUTES)

Goal: You are blessed beyond your capacity to undet-
stand the enormity of what God has done for you and
what He desires you to be and do! Have you ‘grasped’
the blessing Jesus meant for you? You must both believe
— and receive the blessing. To realize it, you must expe-
rientially “grasp the blessing, lay-hold of it, own it.”

Background: The first encounter of God with our hu-
man father and mother involved a blessing — an empow-
ering, enabling, blessing (Gen. 1:28). God’s blessing is
not a matter of sweet words; it is an endowment that
enlightens, enriches and empowers. Theologians speak
of ‘the law of the first mention.” First mentions set a trajec-
tory. In this first encounter, Adam, the first human, said
nothing. God did all the talking. What if the goal of
prayer is not for God to hear us, but for us to hear God?

The word bless in Hebrew is barak which means knee.
In Hebrew, the language of the Old Testament, that
word connects prayer and humility to God’s blessing,
Its fascinating. The Bible is written primarily in two
languages: Hebrew, considered to be God’s divinely
inspired language; and Greek, the universal language

..---.....-.-.-.-.@

“Simple assent to the gospel, divorced
from a transforming commitment
to the living Christ, is by Biblical
standards less than faith, and less
than saving, and to elicit only assent
of this kind would be to secure only

false conversions.”

J. I Packer

PARTICIPANT LEARNING MARKERS:

1. Seatch your heart. Do you believe God loves
your Deeply loves you? In other words, have
you received the blessing? Or do you feel that
you are still loved conditionally?

2. Until you settle the issue of God’s love for
you, you have not experientially learned of the
goodness of God — of His grace.

3. Get alone. Search the Bible for the truths of
God’s love. Keep reviewing the passages.

4. Once you taste and savor the love of God, you
will never be the samel!

5. Only then have you ‘grasp’ the blessing in such
a way that you can bless others.
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of the dominant empire. We must speak both languag-
es — God’s language and the language of the masses.

Prayer involves language, but it is not words that mat-
ter most. It is an attitude, a posture in relationship to
God. Humility in prayer invites God’s blessing. It is
time to get on our knees and realize, grasp, the bless-
ing of God.

Action: Ask those who wish to be assured of God’s
blessing to go to their knees. Have key leaders lay
hands on those who are kneeling and speak a blessing
over them.

Learning Lab: 1t is important to understand that
hearing is not enough. One must believe — and recesve.
In receiving, we embrace the blessing make it ours —
we own it. Did you receive the blessing?

Group Suggestion: Get a nerf ball, or something
soft, and call it the ‘blessing” Throw it around
the room. As it is thrown say, “[Name}, I bless
you!” Then ask, did you receive it, grasp it? Are
you holding on to the blessing, Is it now yours?
In catching the ball, you have heard it. Only in
grasping the ball, do you receive it?

Healthy prayer puts God in charge of the encoun-
ter. Giving God ‘to-do’ items, directing Him, as if
we knew best about our problems, places us in the
dominant position, and God in the servant role. Such
a view of prayer is upside down. We must reimag-
ine prayer! God must lead us in prayer. He imparts a
blessing to us, one that both empowers us and enables
us to bless others. The “blessing ball” is one we both
receive and then pass on without losing it — the bless-
ing comes to us, stays with us, and goes through usl!
Blessing the other, our own blessing is not depleted,
it is intensified.

ITEM TWO: BUILDING A BRIDGE FOR
BLESSING

Goal: To join God in His relentlessly mission to build
a bridge to humanity. And to do so, person by person,
and from person to person.

Background: Sin and rebellion are an affront to His
holiness, but He still searches for the man, the wom-
an, the family, for a people He can bless and through
whom He can bless others. Underneath the sin in our
lives is the image of God. He longs to bless us, to peel
away the layers of sin and their damage and restore
the reflection of grace, love and life.
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PARTICIPANT ACTION:

1.

To be assured of the blessing, reach out to a
pastor, a spiritual father in the faith, or an elder
—indeed, the elders of your church.

. Make an appointment. Submit yourself to them.

Ask them to lay hands on you, speak a blessing over
your life.

3. Receive that blessing!

PARTICIPANT LEARNING MARKERS:

1.

Humanity is alienated from God — from the
God of creation, from God revealed in Christ.

. There is a perception about the Christian faith

by moderns, particularly in the West, that dis-
torts the perception of God.

. We seem to conflate God and the Church, and

wounds from the church or disappointments
due to one’s perception of God, immunize many
from Christian discussions, and encountets.

. Add to that the culture war against Christianity,

and the cultural narratives that eclipse biblical
values — abortion, euthanasia, divorce and re-
marriage, sexual orientation and purity, envi-
ronmental perspectives, feminism, patriarchy,
the family itself — and more. These are intellec-
tual straw men that prevent authentic hearing

of the gospel.

. The solution? We have to build a bridge, and

the name of that bridge is Love, and it is spelled
TIME.

. With whom, of the names on your Operation

Andrew list, do you have a bridge — a relation-
ship of trust that is already in place. You are
a believer; they are not — at least, they are not
overtly practicing their faith.

. They are the best candidates for a stronger rela-

tionship and for hearing the loving message of
gospel truth.

. Prayerfully mark the second layer of those with

whom a bridge could be built. Step up your
prayer for them.
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In the NKJV, bless and blessed are found 495 times. The
blessing of God triumphs over all other words spo-
ken to us, against us or over us. You and I are blessed
because of God’s disposition toward us and His dec-
laration over us. God’s blessing seems to be connected
to both humility and prayer. There are 600 blessings
in the Old Testament alone, but prayer is the key to
unlocking those blessings. The Bible is both a prayer
book, and the book of blessing,

The blessing of God is a reflection of His character,
His goodness. Consistently, in Genesis 1, God sowed
His goodness into creation. “And God saw that it was
good. .. God saw everything that He had made, and in-
deed, it was very good” (Gen. 1: 4, 10, 12, 18, 21, 25,
31). Creation was brimming with the goodness of a
good God. More fundamental than faith in the ability
of God or in His willingness is faith in the character of
God. The absence of confidence in God’s goodness

is deadly.

ITEM THREE: THE BLESSING OF JESUS*

When Jesus left the earth, he blssed the disciples —
a group of almost 500 (Luke 24:50). It was his last
and enduring act — 7o pronounce a blessing. And through
them, to see blessing extended to all humanity. As we
have noted, the Creation story begins with the bless-
ing pronounced on Adam and Eve, the first human
couple, and through them, a blessing extended to the
whole human race.

Blessing is the Father’s first word to humanity. And
blessing is the Son’s last word. Thus, Creation and Re-
demption, the beginning of all things with God the
Father, and the end of the life of Jesus, the Christ,
on the earth, are framed with blessing, It is God’s first
and last word. That means that the whole of God’s
revelation to humanity are framed with blessing.

Goal: Yahweh in the Old Testament, and Jesus, in the
New, encountered men and women to not only bless
them, but to bless others through them. The relentless
vision of God is that of blessing. Should it not be
ours as well?

Action:

1. Ask God to put you in some ‘middle’ between
Him and another and teach you how to hear
His voice and speak a blessing to a weary soul.
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“Unless we have invested a great
deal of time in our secret ministry to
the Lord then the shallowness of our

public ministry will be very evident.

Today it is abundantly clear that not
enough time is spent ministering to
the Lord, and way too much time is
spent ministering to people; hence,
most of what is done in the name of
ministry is performed in a fleshly,
human way which never bears any

lasting fruit.”
Chip Brogden.

PARTICIPANT LEARNING MARKERS:

1.

Ask yourself, “Am I a ‘blessing’ kind of person?
Do I long to see people blessed, and do I ver-
balize that?”

. Ask God to change you — to pour His love into

you, until you overflow with the language of
love and blessing to others — even to the ob-
noxious.

. Now, full of love and grace, and ready to share

God’s blessing, ask God to put you in some
middle. Who is the person God is wanting you
to speak a blessing to, today?

. Look for two kinds of people. The one who

weighs on your heart, the one you carry a con-
cern for — pray for that one. And then, the one
who is placed by God in your pathway? You
may have never met them, but suddenly they
are in front of you and obviously in need of

God and hope.

. Remember, only the presence of God on your

life, can make a difference in their life. Pray to-
day, not so much for transient needs. Pray today
about how you, by grace, can make an eternal
difference.
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Learning Lab:

Based on the question above — turn the person
next to you or form a group no larger than three.
Ask one another, “What middle(s) are you in — to
whom are you God’s light and love, perhaps the
only witness? Work associates? Family? Neigh-
bors? Corporations? Nations?”

Action:

2. Pray for one another to be empowered by
God’s hand of blessing on your life! Serious-
ly. Be energized.

3. Pray for the experience of God’s blessing that
affects the quality of your life. Pray for such a
blessing that your children notice the change
in you. Let that blessing overflow to them.

4. Get close enough to God for Him to breathe
on youl!

ITEM FOUR: AARON AND MELCHIZEDEK

Background: Aaron’s priesthood was that of class and
kind, strict and institutional, and bound to the temple.
The priesthood of Melchizedek was not institutional,
but organic. It was free of the temple and institutional
rituals. God’s original invitation at Sinai was not simply
to the sons of Abraham, He wanted the whole nation
to be “a kingdom of priests.” But they refused — so
God instituted the Levitical priesthood (Exodus 19:6;
20:18-20; 29:1, 4-9; Leviticus 8) out of the tabernacle.

After the Babylonian captivity, God again extended
the opportunity to the entire nation, to be “ministers
of God” (Isaiah 61:6), a kingdom of priests. Everyone
would be anointed to proclaim good news, to heal the
broken-hearted and set the captives free (Isaiah 61:1-
4). Judah again balked. They rejected the offer.

Jesus, in calling his disciples, was again activating this
offer, the desire of God, for a priesthood of believers.
He called some directly. They connected him to yet
others. Andrew, for example, brought his brother Pe-
ter. In Acts 2, these followers, both men and women
were anointed as priests, not by men, but by God. The
Holy Spirit came in the name of Jesus to complete
through us the work of Jesus.

Goal: To see ourselves as a new priesthood, the people of
God, a newly formed nation, a new creation, a new race of
men, called to complete the mission given by Jesus.
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PARTICIPANT LEARNING MARKERS:

1. You want to recognize and honor traditional

pastors and leaders — the Aaronic, the institu-
tional. But the power of what is needed is the
priesthood of all believers — after the order of
Melchizedek.

. Say to yourself, “I am a priest! I stand between

God and the world; God and my city; God
and my family and friends, saved or lost. I am
called to ‘bless’ and to invite people into God’s
blessing.”

. Find two others who ate sensing the same call-

ing and offer a challenge to be an Operation
Andrew triad, praying with and for one another,
and encouraging each other to share their faith.

4. Then, start the journey.




Note: Israel at Mt. Sinai (Ex. 19:6, 9, 16-19; 20:18-19),
had backed away from the mountain. In contrast, these
disciples fellowshipped with the fire and received the
Spirit and spoke the word of God with boldness re-
sulting in a harvest of 3000 people from at least 15
nations. This was not only the first harvest, but these
converts at Pentecost also represented the first inter-
national missionaries of the church. They came to Je-
rusalem for the Feast of Pentecost, but they left as the
first Christian missionaries.

Action:

e If God is indeed calling us, all of us, to be a
kingdom of priest — what is your response?
To Him? Now?

e  (learly settle the fact that God loves you. This
is fundamental. You can’t love others with
your love — it is inadequate; it is God’s love
flowing through you that is desperately need-
ed. Are you ready to move from being loved by
God or becoming the love of God to other?

e  You may be attending a church, but are you
in a tight relationship with two or three other
on-fire Christians who are urging one another
to be missional? Who are praying together for
lost people? You need a group of three, an
Operation Andrew group, peers, that can make
a major difference in your life. Find your two!
Start your ecclesia.

ITEM FIVE: Gop GOVERNS BY
BLESSING

Background: Jesus, as a child, was blessed by the
prophet Simeon and the prophetess Anna. He lived in
the blessing, And he blessed others — men and wom-
en, rich and poor, Jew and Gentile, adults and chil-
dren. From cover to cover, Genesis to Revelation,
God is persistent in His action of blessing men and
women so they can be a blessing to others. Even in the
carth’s dark ‘last days’ described in the book of Reve-
lation, the blessing continues.

Gerald Janzen says, “the divinely intended governing
principle is the power of blessing” God governs by
blessing. And blessing is an expression of God’s love.
Can you accept God’s “divinely intended governing
principle” — the love of God is expressed in the power
of blessing?
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PARTICIPANT LEARNING MARKERS:

1.

Consider the idea: “God governs by blessing!”
Is this the restraining power of love? The pow-
et, not of overt dominance, but of relational
influence?

. Ask yourself again, as you have been asked to

do before, ‘Are you a blessing kind of person?
Does the idea make you uncomfortable?’

Another term is peace — shaloms, wholeness. It
is the mature language of healing and health. It
avoids toxic attitudes and actions, as well as lan-
guage. It is related to our role as peacemakers,
as agents of reconciliation.

This again places us ‘in the middle’

5. And it calls for us to live as credible witnesses.
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Action:

1. God, by blessing, is creating a blessed com-
munity that will be a blessing to a city, to a
nation, to all the earth. Form a small circle,
have someone say:

Say: “God has blessed me — to be a blessing!”

b. Around the circle — there should be spon-
taneous responses: “Me too .. and me, etc.”

c.  Everyone say: “God has blessed us — to
be a blessing!”

d. Leader: “The end of the blessing is peace
— shalom, wholeness.”

e. Everyone to others: “May the peace of
God be with you!”

Jesus is called the ‘Prince of Peace.” At his birth, the
angels announced the intention of his coming, “Peace
on earth, good will [from God] to men.”

Pray: “God, we pray for peace in our city, in our na-
tion, for peace on earth between nations. We speak
‘cood will [from God]” to men. Make us agents of
peace. May our feet be shod with the preparation of
the ‘gospel of peace.’” Make us peacemakers, Lord.”

Jesus left his disciples with peace - he spoke peace
over their lives (John 14:27). Question: “Do we speak
the language of peacer” Ask your neighbor, “Do you
speak the language of peacer”

God’s vision is for a reconciled wotld, and we are the
agents of reconciliation. Blessing is both a matter of
being and doing. Blessing is not merely in our words.
In prayer, God prepares you and me to be a blessing
to others.

Unbelievers need a clear and consistent witness from
us, one that speaks both love and truth. Our wob-
bling, our lukewarm state, could be keeping our
uncommiitted friends from believing, onr lives being
not much different than theirs. Blessings and curses
should not proceed from us. We should be predictable,
disciplined in our speech. We should reflect in onr
lives and with our lips the predictability of the Holy
Spirit and not the deception of the serpent. The diffi-
culty in evangelism is not ahways the hardness of the
sinner, but the bad behavior of the saint.

30

“Great opportunities to help oth-
ers seldom come, but small ones
surround us daily.”

Sally Koch

PARTICIPANT ACTION:

. Decide to own, to receive, God’s blessing!

. Find a Christian friend, tell them, “I have been

doing a study on God’s blessings —and I am con-
vinced God has blessed me to be a blessing!”

. To “speak a blessing over others.” Determine,

if possible, to pronounce a blessing on your
friend.

. Consider using the Aaronic blessing!

5. Remember, in speaking the blessing, you invoke

God’s name!

. And God does the blessing!
7. The end of the blessing is peace — wholeness.

. Say, “May the peace of God be with you.”

Insight:

Almost six-in-ten (58%)
of Americans now be-
lieve there is not abso-
lute truth. Truth is only a
matter of opinion — your
truth, my truth, his truth.
Relativism.  Four-in-ten
(42%) believe God is the
basis of truth. One-in-
six (16%) believe truth is
inner certainty. Slightly
less (15%) believe science
verifies truth. Four per-
cent say public consensus
determines truth, and five
percent say, ‘There is no
truth.” Thirteen percent
say, “I don’t know!”
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ITEM SIX: BLESSED ENOUGH TO BREAK

OUR SILENCE!

Goal: To break our silence with good news!

1.

To be anointed by the Holy Spirit. Isaiah 61
notes that when the Spirit of the Lord
comes upon us, his purpose is to “anoint us”
for this work.

1o excude God’s presence and share the good news.

The presence of the Spirit helps us express
God’s grace to others, the good news — the

gospel.

1o break our silence. We must not be silent. We
are not alone. The Holy Spirit is our partner
in this endeavor. We are witnesses, and so
also is the Holy Spirit.

Lo act as spiritual messengers from God. He not only

helps us with the language we need, but he em-
powers us, “to heal the brokenhearted.” The idea
in Hebrew is that God helps us relate like a medic
who binds up a broken limb to protect it from
further injury and to allow it to heal. God helps us
relate to broken people in a way that does not
cause them more pain, and yet it deals with their

brokenness in a healing and healthy way.

Learning Lab:

1.

First, the ministry of peace and reconciliation
is the announcement of good news — that’s
basic (Isa. 61:1f). It is the language of love.

Have someone share a recent experience in
which they shared the gospel or a ‘good news’
word of encouragement to someone. Ask:
How did the sharing opportunity develop?
What was shared by the believer? What was
the response of other person? What did they
say? How did you (the person sharing), feel
afterward?

Second, the ministry of peace and reconcilia-
tion touches the wounded, especially the bro-
ken-hearted. That requires both sensitivity to
the Spirit and to the person needing help.

Again, have someone share their experience of
sitting with someone who was ‘brokenhearted’,
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PARTICIPANT ACTION:

1.

Think through the four goals.

e ANOINTED ...

e Carry God’s PRESENCE ...

*  BREAKING our SILENCE...

e Serving as a SPIRITUAL MESSENGER!

Is the idea of serving as a ‘Spiritual Messenger’
of God ‘over-the-top’ for you? Remember, God
uses ordinary men and women. We see them as
extraordinary only because faith nudged them
into obedience, and their action, empowered by
grace, became a part of the Biblical recor

God is not looking for the extraordinary man
or woman, but the ordinary — with a heart bent
toward obedience out of faith.

PARTICIPANT ACTION:

1. Think about the last time you shared your faith

with someone. What did you say? How did the
individual respond? What did they say? How
did you feel afterward?

. When is the last time you sat with someone

who seemed brokenhearted? Whether the ren-
dezvous was planned or seemingly accidental -
Did you sense the Holy Spirit’s presence in the
situation, helping your respond? What had bro-
ken the heart of the individual? What caused
them to open up to you? What did you say?
What was their response? How was the Holy
Spirit at work in the moment — in the words
you said to them? In the Spirit’s presence?

. Have you ever had a moment of bold faith with

someone when you spoke declaratively over
them — insisting that they give consideration to
God’s promises, and sensing in the same mo-
ment, that the power of sin was being broken
over them? Is such an idea ‘over-the-top’ for
your This is ‘opening the prison doors,” and
‘setting captives free.’

. Talk to a mature Christian friend or a pastor

about these Learning Markers, particularly 4, 5,
and 6.
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who felt that God had sent them on assign-

ment, whether the rendezvous was planned or

seemed to be a coincidental meeting,

Ask similar questions. What had broken the

heart of the individual? What caused them

to open up to you — as a Christian friend?
(Trust?) What did you tell them? What was

their response? Did you sense the Holy Spirit
at work in the words you said to them? Or in

your presence with them — and by extension,

the Spirit’s presence?

3. Then the ministry intensifies. We “prociaim lib-

erty to the captives, and the opening of the

prison to those who are bound.” This is the
ministry of freedom from bondages and ad-

dictions. It is a special ministry of the Holy

Spirit (Isaiah 61:1). One that God enables us
to do. First, there is the proclamation, the an-

nouncement of freedom.

For some movements, this is over the edge —
it is prophetic. What is being suggested here

is not in the power of our human voices, but
in power of God’s word! Prophecy (1 Cor.

14:2) is a forth telling, a word of comfort, ed-

ification (building up) or exhortation (moti-

vation). It may be speaking out a scripture as
led of the Lord and declaring the power of

God’s word. It may involve a gift of the Spir-

it. Whatever, the power that liberates is not
from the sound of our voice. It is from God

— who chooses to act as we choose to obey!

4.  For many, a declaration of liberty is not ade-

quate. For them, someone needs to “open the

prison,” and release those “who are in bond-

age.” In the first movement, the prophetic is
implied — a proclamation in the Spirit, a dec-

laration of “liberty.”” But in the second move-

ment, what seems to be needed is deliverance.
Some have heard the announcement of liber-

ty, but they cannot open the prison doors or

break free of the bondage that is restraining
them. They need personal ministry!

Note: We live in a “Harry Potter” culture that has
opened its mind and heart to the demonic. This

may be a challenging harvest, not unlike, what we

see in the ministry of Jesus.
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Three possible discussion questions:

1. Whatdoes our church believe and teach about
the demonic and the need for deliverance?

2. How do you know when a person needs
deliverance, when it is not merely the
flesh or their resistance, but they are
under the power of Satan?

3. What do you do in such a case?

ITEM SEVEN: BELONGING, BELIEVING,
BEHAVING

Background: Christianity is not a philosophy, nor a
religion in the broad sense of that term. It is not a set
of theological propositions, a rational matrix to ex-
press simply one more wotldview. It is more than a
mere cluster of ethical principles. And yet, it involves
ethics, and it is theologically propositional, manifest-
ing as a distinct world view, and an unparalleled phi-
losophy of life. It is more than traditions, and yet, it
respects ancient paths and processes. It is a new way
of life. It is the language of theology lived out in man-
ifest ways, beliefs and behaviors. Or to be more dis-
tinct, it is beliefs that manifest as behaviors.

Goal: Believing, behaving, belonging!

Note: Without behaving our beliefs, our lives are con-
tradictory. Yet to adopt behaviors in order to conform
to so-called Christian norms, without being trans-
formed is empty, and lifeless. It is not outside-in con-
formity; it is inside-out transformation.'” The inside
work of God, if authentic, will make its way outside. It
will manifest itself in our attitudes and actions.

The eatliest Christians were not called Christians. Others
used that name derisively. Christians were those “who be-
longed to the Way” (Acts 9:2). The way was “%he Way of God”
and Christ (Acts 18:26). They followed the pattern of the
life of Jesus (Heb. 2:10; 12:2) who was “the way — the truth
and the life” (John 14:6). This was more than theology,
more than a set of ethical, behavioral norms. It was a way
of life, a way of relating to others, a way of blessing, a
way of being filled and led by the Spirit, a way of minis-
try, a way of seeing God and the wotld He created.

Session Three: Transformed By The Blessing

PARTICIPANT LEARNING MARKERS:

1.

Consider these three terms:

e BELONGING ...
e BELIEVING ...
e BEHAVING.

. Is your life markedly different now that you are

a Christian than before? It is different than un-
believers around your Why?

. Do you believe differently? About what?

4. Do you behave differently? In what way?

5. How does your ‘belonging’ to Christ, to a

church, or your fellowship with other believ-
er-friends influence your beliefs and your be-
haviors?

. Do you have the strength to stand alone in your

beliefs? To behave in a godly way when pres-
sured to compromise?

. Do you agree? Our beliefs (values) drive our

behaviors, but our belonging (our relationship
with Christ) informs beliefs and shapes behav-
ior. Do you ‘belong’ to Christ? In a deeply pet-
sonal manner? Or merely to a church? Or its
Christian code of ethics?

. Is Christianity a philosophy to you? A religion? Ot

isita ‘way’ of life, a way of walking with Jesus?

2 Theologian and author Leonard Sweet says the word transfiguration might best explain the Christian’s conversion. It suggests that
transfiguration is more in tune with the idea that we become ‘new creatures’ in Christ Jesus. That we, like the caterpillar’s transfiguration
into a butterfly, are becoming something different — and yet, something we were meant to be — truly human, with a divine spark.
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They lived, dependent on the Holy Spitit, out of a life
of prayer.

Learning:

1. In what way is your life different now, than it
was before you began to follow Christ?

2. What behavior has changed? What beliefs
have changed?

ITEM EIGHT: Tue MissioN — To BLEss *

Background: When Jesus sent his disciples on mission,
it was to bless — to preach the gospel — the good news.
They were to give voice to the goodness of God, to His
love. They were to heal the sick (both broken hearts and
more) and exorcise demons (that’s deliverance ministry
again), as we saw in Isaiah 61, all possible because of the
Holy Spirit’s partnership with us. They were to enter a
house and say, “Peace to this house” (Lk. 10:5). The end
of all ministry is peace, but its basis, its foundation, its
beginning point, its launching pad, is also peace. You may
object, but has not Jesus sent us — all of us — on mission
(Mt. 28:___)? The answer is, “Yes!”

Goal:

1. To bless others; to pass on the blessing of God,
a notice of God’s goodness.

2. To share the good news of God’s grace and love.
3. To care for the hurting and pray for their healing.

4. To pray for the complete liberty of those strug-
gling with addictions and bondages.

5. To enter a house and speak “Peace!”

This is your mission. To do three of the five this week!

Learning Lab: Roy Godwin says that when we
bless others, the action “provokes an others-directed
heart within us and cannot help but ignite our curios-
ity about mission and the work of the Holy Spirit. It
takes you deep into the idea of the kingdom of God
that Jesus constantly spoke of.” The Hebrews knew a
God who was consistently gracious and merciful.
Roy Godwin says that there are three simple building
blocks to blessing.

First, “T bless you...” There is power to “sustain
the weary” with something God may whis-
per to us. Our words have the weight of divine
authority — they are not empty, nor are they mag-
ic. They have life, and they express God’s love,
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“It is now possible to live a “Christian
life” without doing the things that
Jesus commanded us to do. We have
hired people to go into all the world,
to visit those in prison, to feed the
hungry, to clothe the naked, to care
for widows and orphans. The average
Christian doesn’t have to do it.”

Cal Thomas

“God is not seeking a powerful people
to represent Him. Rather, He looks for
all those who are weak, foolish, de-
spised, and written off: and He inhab-
its them with His own strength.”

Graham Cooke

PARTICIPANT LEARNING MARKERS:

1. Review the goals.
o To bless others; passing on the blessing of
God, a declaration of God’s goodness.

o To share the good news of God’s grace and love.

o To care for the hurting and pray for their heal-

ing.

o To pray for the complete liberty of those strug-

gling with addictions and bondages.

e To enter a house and speak “Peace!”

2. Rate yourself:

e [ do these all the time!

e [ do some of these some of the time.

e [ do some of these in my own way.

e [ don’t but, I know I should bless others
and share the good news.

e These are over-the-top for me.

3. Work through Roy Godwin’s three simple
building blocks to blessing,

e Iblessyou...

e I bless you ... That He (God), and there-
fore, we bless “in the name of the Lord,” in
behalf of God in Christ.

e I bless you ... That He .. MAY — and you
add, as led by the Lord, the promises of
God from scripture.

e Iblessyou ... That He, God, in Christ, may
... do this or that in your life!
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and occasionally, when they are uttered, they “Tt tabk itual ori bl
bring tears. At times, you can see someone’s L tares spiritual authority to less

countenance changed, as if a load was lifted.  others. Many Christians say, ‘God bless

)
Second, “I bless you ... That He...” That God, you, but one Cleﬂrly senses that al-
the Father. That His Son, Jesus, the Christ, the though the words express a kind wish,
Lotd [the One who heals, comforts, directs, or a t/]e), lack real spiritual autborizfy. »
dozen other things]|, that he would ... [and God
will lead you in terms of what to say].” Again, the M. Basilea Schlink

power is not in oxrwotds, but in his name. Invoking
His name invites His presence. In blessing, we in-
vite God to break in and confirm the blessing.
God told Aaron to speak the blessing, to “put My
name on the people.”” Then He promised, “I will come
bebind you and bless the people”’ Aaron said the
words, but the blessing itself was from God. And
it was associated with His name. Thus, out of the
New Testament covenant, we appeal to the au-
thority of the name of Jesus. On that basis, we
bless people “in the name of Jesus.”
Third, “I bless you ... That He... May...” do this
or that. Open this door or close that one. This is
the invitation for God to act as a matter of bless-

ing. Blessing is not mere words; it is an invitation
for divine action. In Psalm 20, there are a variety
of ways that God blesses. Borrowing from Psalm
20, I bless you, that God,

“May ... answer you when you are in distress. May
the Name of the God of Jacob profect you. May
He send you help from the sanctuary and grant you
support... May He remember all your sacrifices and
accept your burnt offerings. May He give you the desire
of your heart and make all your plans succeed. May we
shout for joy over your victory and lift our banners
in the Name of our God. May the Lord grant all 1. Memorize the three-part blessing strategy of
your requests” (Ps. 20:1-5). Roy Godwin.

PARTICIPANT ACTION:

2. Rehearse that three-part blessing with someone
What a powerful prayer of blessing; in mind. If they were before you, how would

>
Action: Have the people say the words together. you bless them:

3. Look for someone with a need, and ask, hum-
1. Ibless you ...
bly, “May I pray for you?”
2. I bless you that He, God ... (who loves you,
heals, saves, cares for, etc.)
3. I bless you that He, God, may... (do this or :
that) 5. Evaluate the encounter. What was their re-
sponse? What was you sense of how the prayer
encounter went? What was your sense of God’s

involvement in the encounter?

4. If they agree, use the model, and offer a prayer
of blessing for them.
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Group Exercise: Now you want to practice this concept:

1. Ask those who would like to receive prayer for a

need to identify themselves (chances ate, you will

have an abundance of needs, perhaps more than
time will allow you to respond appropriately).

2. Invite others to gather around a person with a

need. (You want at least three people praying

for the one with the need, no more than five.)

That means you will probably need to limit
the number receiving prayer initially.

3. In each group — identify the presenting need.

Ask: “How can we pray for you?”

4. Have each member of prayer group pray,

a.  “I bless you (add the name)...” Redun-

dancy is important. You want the individ-
ual to hear that phrase, spoken in behalf

of God, several times. And you want the

prayer team, to learn the importance of

saying it, and become comfortable with
the language.

b.  “I bless you that He, God ...” Have ev-

eryone finish the phrase — “that He, God”

... “your father”; or... “your healer”; or
... “the one who has watched over you

since you were a child”; or ... “the one

who delivered you from death before.”
Dorn’t limit anyone to one descriptor of

God. Let them pray as led by the Spir-

it. As other members of the group pray,

you are now layering one blessing on top
of another by Spirit-led prayer. You are

also painting a picture of God, both His

goodness and ability.

c.  “Ibless you, that He may ...” Then, have
each member finish the phrase. This may

be a bit like popcorn with the voices of the

group loading in, one on top of the other.

“That He may...” Again, be creative. Be
Spirit-led. May “heal ... provide ... open

a door ... bring this son back home ...

restore this marriage ... heal this cancer.”

5. Now, give the one being prayed for a chance
to share. They may testify that their faith was

strengthened by the prayer. Or, that they are

convinced, they will experience a miracle. Or,

that God spoke to them as you prayed. Have
them share. The report of impact with en-

courage the group.

36
rea e omomomomomomn o D Mo em oo e e e



6. Note: Prayer in all these groups would be
going on simultaneously. Some may finish
before others. If so, encourage them to join
other groups that are still praying, or talk
about their experience.

7. Once the groups have finished praying, ask
these questions:

What happened in your group?

b. Did you feel the Holy Spirit’s presence as
you prayed?

c. Was that a new experience for anyone?
Have them talk about it.

d. If the experience was new or uncomfort-
able, did you gain in your faith and confi-
dence as you prayed?

e. What are you taking away from this ex-
perience?

ITEM NINE: CONVERSATIONAL-RELATIONAL
EVANGELISM

Background: Much of the evangelism style we used
in the past was confrontational, sometimes conten-
tious, and not conversational. The result was too often
a dialogue that degenerated into a disagreement, and
sometimes an open and not so civil debate. Conversa-
tional evangelism crosses the line to identify with the
other. It is humble in disposition. It is not foremostly
propositional. It listens more than it talks. It tries to
understand the other, to empathize, to feel the pain
that sin has caused. It is slower and more relational. It
refuses to win an argument and lose the soul. It is not
concerned about getting a quick decision, another
notch on the evangelical gospel gun. It is concerned
about the redemption of a life.

Goal: To embrace an evangelism style that is relational,
love and truth together, with love leading the way.

This kind of evangelism is relational, transformational
evangelism. It is love and truth together, with love lead-
ing the way. It is acceptance, with both arms wide open,
before it speaks of accountability. It is forgiveness — the
70 times 7 kind (Mt. 18:22). It is forgiveness that hopes
for full reconciliation. The third party in the conver-
sation is the Holy Spirit. He is also witnessing to the
heart-broke friend. We witness from alongside them,
but the Holy Spirit witnesses from inside their heart.
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“God uses people. God uses people to

perform His work ... He uses bur-

dened broken-hearted weeping men
and women.”

David Wilkerson

PARTICIPANT LEARNING MARKERS:

1.

Do you understand the concept of relational
evangelism.

. Do you understand the concept of leading with

love?

. Have you experienced evangelism efforts that

seemed more confrontational than conciliatory,
mote contentious then conversational?

. Consider the perspective of Joe Aldrich, “A per-

son listens because he’s been loved.” Is the cut-
rent evangelism model suffering from a lack of
love? More truth than love? At times love that is
conditioned on the acceptance of truth?

. What do you think is the relationship between

a sense of God’s love and His presence? How
does the presence of God relate to our effec-
tiveness in evangelism?

. Consider the Roman and Celtic models of

evangelism. How different are these models? In
which one were you trained? Truth, then love?
Or truth on the back of love?

. What about the power of belonging, that leads

to believing, and that then impacts behaving?

. Consider the terms used by Aldrich — the con-

trast between identification with the world and
being identical to the world. What is meant by
these terms?
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We are partners with the Holy Spirit — and we should e
see ourselves as the junior partner in this process. Mzsszonﬂry zeal does not grow out Of

Joe Aldrich said, “A person listens because he’s been intellectual behef‘;" nor out Of theo{?gl—
loved.”” Love opens the door to truth. It builds the cal arguments, but out oflm’e-

bridge from one person to another to support the
heavy blocks of truth needed for transformation. Love Roland Allen
arouses a sense of God’s presence, and that changes

everything, Effective evangelism must happen in the

presence of God. The clearest indication of God’s
presence is a spiritually quickened sense of His love.

There are two distinct models of evangelism - the Ro-

man and the Celtic models.

In the Roman model, evangelism was a presentation.

In the Celtic model, it was embedded in fellowship.

In the Roman model, the goal was a decision.

In the Celtic model, the goal was conversation

and ministry that ultimately opened

o To bless others; to pass on the blessing of

God, a notice of God’s goodness.

o To share the good news of God’s grace and
love.

o To care for the hurting and pray for their

healing.

o To pray for the complete liberty of those strug-

gling with addictions and bondages.

e To enter a house and speak “Peace!”

In the Roman model, fellowship was offered fol-

lowing the decision to follow Christ.

In the Celtic model, fellowship led. Out of
relationships, conversation and ministry, be-

liefs were engaged with the invitation to com-

mitment to Christ.

The Roman model emphasized content, the prop-
osition, the decision, and only then, the relational.

The Celtic model emphasized the relational,

care, sharing — a more casual approach, an invi-

tation to belong, before the invitation to believe.

The Roman model was truth based.

The Celtic model was love based.

The Celtic model was love based.

The Celtic model was love based.

YJoe Aldtich, Life-Style Evangelisn: Crossing Traditional Boundaries to Reach the Unbelieving World (Multnomah Press: Portland, OR; 1981), 83.
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In the Roman model, love follows truth.

In the Celtic model, truth follows love.

The Celtics believed, “Christianity is more caught
than taught.” George Hunter asserts that in his work
among Gen X and Gen Z converts, they felt like they
belonged before they came to believe.

Jesus called his disciples, a rag-tag group, whose faith
was inconsistent at best. It was late in his ministry when
he asked the question that we might have assumed
should have been asked at the beginning, “Who do men
say that I am?” And, more probing, “Who do you say
that I am?” (Mt. 16:13-15). They belonged, and in their
belonging, they came to believe that he was without a
doubt, the Christ, the Son of the Living God.

John Finney, in Finding Faith Today: How Does It Hap-
pen? reports that today’s converts experience God first
through relationships in a community of faith, formal
or informal. Conversion is not a decision, but a pro-

cess. In a sense, they are discipled to conversion. Fin-
ney noted, “belonging comes before believing.”

Remember, Aldrich says, identification with the world is
not the same as being zdentical with it. Christ radically
identified with the world, while being radically differ-
ent. This radical identification made Christianity differ-
ent than other religions whose gods kept their distance.
With the incarnation, God radially identified with the
fallen human race. Despite that radical identification,
his radical difference, his deity, burst through. Even his
disciples were amazed, “What manner of man is this?”

We have put an emphasis in evangelism on what one needs

to Anow to witness to others. Paul placed the emphasis on
what we needed to bewmse. Evangelism then is as much PARTICIPANT ACTION:

about zdentity as it is information. How do we relater What 1. With what unbeliever do you identify without be-

? i ity im? g 2 g
posture do we take? What identity do we claim: ing identical to them?

Learning Lab: 2. Go to your Operation Andrew resource. What
other two people can agree with you in prayer
to help you identify with someone God wants
to care for through you? Pray with them about

1. Aldrich sees evangelism in three stages — presence,
proclamation and persuasion.'

2. Persuasion is primarily a work of the Holy Spirit that unchurched individual.
with encouragement by the evangelist. 3. Focus on that individual with Aldricl’s three
3. Proclamation is exposure to the scriptures — by Bi- phases in view — presence (time with them),
ble reading, a book or literature, personal sharing, proclamation (sharing the gospel on the bridge
an invitation into a Bible study or an Alpha course. of love and care), and presence (experiencing
4. This stage is complete only after someone has the presence of the Holy Spirit most often mea-
heard the words, the message, and understood. sured by a sense of God’s love).

“Joseph Aldrich, Life-Style Evangelism: Crossing Traditional Boundaries to Reach the Unbelieving World (Multnomah Press: Portland, OR, 1981), 82.
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5. Presence is the foundational movement. Here the music

more than the words, matter. This is where the unbelieve

gets a taste of the ezhos of true Christianity — love and

unity, good works and deeds, a resilient sense of hope,
acceptance, understating, the invitation to belong,

6. Here, for the first time, the unbeliever encounters the

presence of God — a drawing, attractional dynamic.

7. Hearing the music opens them to hearing the proc-
lamation, the words. That brings them to a place of

persuasion — encouraged by us but orchestrated by the

Holy Spitit. The person Zstens because they sense love.

Truth engagement must follow love. As is stated often,
“People don’t care how much we know (proclamation)

until they know how much we care (presence).”

Story:

Dr. Maxwell Maltz is a wotld-famous plastic surgeon. He

not only gave a new look to some of Hollywood’s legends,

but he also undertook cases whete dramatic facial trans-

formations were necessary. He noted in the early years that
it took weeks for someone to get accustomed to seeing

their new nose job in the mirror and accepting the image

as themselves. Radical facial transformations were differ-
ent. They were not a matter of a mere readjustment. He

noted that patients struggled to accept their new face after

successful surgery. The emotional scars, he learned, were

much deeper and they could not be healed by any surgery.
Though the disfigured face was gone — but the inward pic-

ture of the presurgical face remained, and it dominated the

patient’s consciousness.

All the dollars spent on the outer surgery, were, in cases

spent in vain, since the person could never see them-

selves as beautiful. The problem with the perception of
beauty is not merely a facial issue, but a mental disposi-

tion. You are transformed, Paul said, “by the renewing

of your mind.” Unless you grasp your new identify in

Christ, your belief that you are loved, that you are a
Christian, a child of God, remains too superficial to be

convincing to others.

Session Close:

1. Ask the group, “What was your take-away

from this session?”

2. Evangelism, the witness of the love of Je-
sus we offer to others, is frightening to some

people. What did you learn tonight that takes

away the anxiety about sharing your faith?

3. Prayer.
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Stasing the (Heasing

Introduction

ALL ITEMS ARE CRITICAL

Goal:

To share the gospel where love is being demonstrated
and grace is on the table, unbelievers not only hear the
gospel, but they also see it, smell it, and taste it. This
relational approach is not only the launching pad for
gospel engagement; it is also the support system for
discipleship.

Here is the process.

1.

You create space, a sense of openness and
sincere interest that allows the other party to
share their story with you. That’s step one.
Make sure you defer to them.

In the next meeting, they may have more to
tell you after reflection. You wait for the op-
portunity to ask them if you can share your
story with them.

When appropriate you share your story. And
your story introduces Christ — it has to. It is
the most important chapter in your life.
Now, you want to tell ‘His’ story — and that
includes the principles of salvation.

Let’s do it again, in depth:

STAGE ONE: Ask the question, “Where ate

you in your spiritual pilgrimage.”

PARTICIPANT LEARNING MARKERS:

41

This is the most critical session thus far and the
most important. You must commit the stages of
evangelism to memory. In brief, they are:

1.

Open the conversation. Establish the relation-
ship. Start the dialogue.

Listen, as the other, tells their story, their spir-
itual journey.

Affirm them for sharing. Provide space for
them to add to their story. Ask for permission
to tell your story, your journey that ended in a
relationship with God.

Shatre your story, and ask for permission to
share His-story.

. Share the good news of Christ. Pray with your

friend. Don’t rush the process.

&>
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CAUTION: You should have spent enough
time with them that they know that you are a
Christian and that you care about them. This  Jgs simple:
cannot be a cold question. It must be warm
and inviting.

e STAGE TWO: They respond positively and

PARTICIPANT LEARNING MARKERS:

1. Build the bridge of love and care.
2. Be gracious. Let them, if they will, if they are

tell you THEIR story — or at least part of it.
You WAIT. They may need time to process
their openness to you, their vulnerability.
They need to continue to feel safe and be in
charge of the disclosure.

STAGE THREE: When appropriate, you
ask for permission to share YOUR story. That
story will include your encounter with Christ,
but it will not be the gospel presentation it-
self. “Bill, I loved hearing your story. Thanks
for sharing it.”” Pause — wait for a response,
anything they might want to add. Don’t rush
— this is a major flaw in the failed evangelism
model we have been using;

When appropriate, you continue, “At some
point, I would love to tell you a bit about my
journey — maybe the next time we are together.”

Leave it there! Don’t force the issue. Too
much ground in one session, and you miss
the gold under your feet. You don’t want to
force your story on them; you want them to
welcome your telling it.

STAGE FOUR: What you hope for is, that
‘Bill’ will say to you the next time you meet to-
gether, “You were going to tell me about your
life, background and a bit of your journey!”

And with that open door, you share your story —
highlighting your conversion.

Again, don’t press, at this point, for a conversion.
Give them a chance to process your story,
and ask any questions they might have or
make an comments they choose.

You can say, “I told you my story, but there
are some principles that helped me change
and begin my journey with God. At some
point I would love to share those principles
with you.”

You need them to want to hear those principles.

CAUTION: We make a mistake by pressing

for a quick decision, by not giving them time
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ready, tell their story. Don’t overload the ses-
sion — take one step at a time.

. Be affirming, “Thanks for sharing the last time

we were together.”” Then wait. Don’t rush past
their unwrapping additional things about their
journey. Ask for permission to share your sto-
ry. “Next time we are together, I would love
to share with you how my life got turned
around.” Sharing prematurely, overloads the
relationship. It moves you along faster, while
not allowing you to go deeper.

. Be ready to shate your story in a way that glo-

ries God, and relates to them, and their story.
Don’t be long. And don’t share the gospel, per
se. Your story points to His-story, but it is not
the same. Say, “Maybe, when we meet again, 1
can tell you about the person that changed my
life, and the principles I learned I learned.”

. Be prepared to share Christ in a caring manner.

Pray with them. Care for them.
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to decide, “I want to hear more!” Or by put-
ting them in a position where they say, “Let’s
not talk about this anymore.” We don’t allow
the Holy Spirit to quietly work in their life.
Further, for them to want to hear the ‘princi-
ples’ from us, they need to have some admi-
ration for us and the life we live.

STAGE FIVE: “Hey, you were going to
share some principles about how your life
changed?”

CAUTION: If, they do not, after a reason-
able time, take the initiative, gently repeat the
offer, “If you are open, I would love to finish
the conversation we were having earlier about our
spiritual journeys. I #hink 1 have some principles
that might help you process where you are —
they sure were a blessing to me.” Meanwhile,
there may be life issues that occur in which you
can offer prayer and support. And you may
have presenting life challenges that allow your
friend to see you up close and personal. Both
of those may trigger the next step.

1#%s simple:

You open the spiritual conversation.
They tell their story.

You affirm them, thank them, and ask per-
mission to tell your story.

You tell your story.

You tell his story.

GROUP ACTION:

1.

Form groups of three. You want to practice
your story — of how you came to Christ. In
this setting, it must be succinct, without triv-
ializing it.

The most important aspect of a salvation story
is that we are not the star. Christ is the center.

Ask one another: What is your salvation story?

After the exercise, ask in the room, “What
did you learn about one another?... How did
Christ show up in the story? ... Where was
grace in the story?”

Send each person home thinking about their
story!
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ITEM TWO

Stage One

Aldrich advises, when you sense an openness in your
friend, you might test the water. “Bé/, we have never

had a chance to talk about your religious background.

At what point are you in your own spiritual pilgrimage?”™

The question is not, “Are you a Christian?” Rather,
it is a general question, not meant to corner the in-

dividual or make them uncomfortable. It is an open

question. It can easily be avoided, or it could begin a
meaningful dialogue that launches a process, a journey

toward discovery.

Stage Two

Once you ask that initial pilgrimage question, you

may get silence or an immediate flood of ideas and opinions,

glimpses into the life of your friend. They may share

their story in stops and starts, in pieces. Chances are, they
have never reviewed their life in this manner before.

If they share, even glimpses into their private life, their heart,

you have had a positive session. Don’t break down the
bridge. Don’t force the salvation issue. Thank them

for sharing their story with you. Pray with them, or for

them, if appropriate.

Stage Three

When you are together again, affirm them. Show gennine

interest. You might ask, “How is that relationship with
your daughter?” — you don’t want to pry. But you want

to indicate an openness to hear their continuing story.

Too few people have friends who are willing to listen

nonjudgmentally. So, they find ways to medicate their
pain — with a hobby, by drinking, using drugs, or by

angry episodes or depression episodes. “How is that

situation we talked about last time, any better?”” Focus
on them, their openness to and their need for God. Be

genuine. Go slow. Be natural.

Say at the end, “Sometime, if you are open, 1 would lie to

share with you how my life was so radically changed.” Or “How
I beat alcoholism.” Or “How my marriage was saved.”

Or “How we won back the heart of our daughter.”

Let the offer simmer. They may have just unpacked a
ton of emotional baggage, stuff they do not regularly

process themselves. Give them some time. You don’t

want to press too hard — forcing a flower open only
ruins it. Let the Holy Spirit work.

5 Joseph Aldrich, Life-Style Evangelism: Crossing Traditional Boundaries to Reach the Unbelieving World (Multnomah Press: Portland, OR,
1981), 221.
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You know that your story in some ways, parallels
the pain of your friend and introduces Christ as
a living solution. Your story should not be a deep
dive into your sinful past — after all, you are tell-
ing it for the benefit of your friend, to find point
of resonation with his life. It’s less about you and
more about Christ and his love for your friend.

Stage Four
Tell your story. Then offer prayer. Leave it there.

You might say, “Bill, exploring Christ by inviting him into
Your life is the only way to really discover who God is. Maybe the
next step God has is to help you understand how to es-
tablish that personal, saving relationship, how to invite
Christ into your heart. It is really a matter of respond-
ing to his love”” Again, you let the comment simmer.
That’s courteous. It’s gentle, but it is also direct.

If you sense resistance, dont press. Here is another way
to make the offer. “Bill, underneath my story are some
‘good news’ principles. Those principles changed my
life, and I think they would be helpful to you. When-
ever you are at the point where you would allow me
to share, let me know.” You leave it there, empowering
them to open the door and do ‘the ask.” You might get
a brush off or a vague response.

If on the other hand, you sense openness, say, “Nex?
time we get togethet, I would love to share some siniple prin-
ciples that changed my life. They might help you under-
stand what it means to have a deep personal relation-
ship with God through Jesus Christ.”

You have gently dropped the idea of a further discus-
sion, multiple times, and your desire to share principles
with them. Just your presence, your being with them,
along with the work of the Holy Spirit, is a reminder.

If there is no open door for you to share next time you are
together, don’t push. Give them time and space. You want
them to ask you, “When are you going to share those
principles you keep talking about with me?”

Now you have an open heart. You don’t want them
to burn the bridge because they anticipate a gospel
assault each time you are together.

Before you move on, read Acts 26:1-23. This is the
account of Paul before King Agrippa, telling his story.

o In verses 4-11, Paul summarizes his life before
he met Christ. “My manner of life from my
youth,” he begins (26:4).
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“I have but one passion: It is He, it
is He alone. The world is the field,
and the field is the world; and
henceforth that country shall be my
home where I can be most used in
winning souls for Christ.

Count Nicolaus Ludwn Zinzendorf
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e Then in verses 12-18, he talks about Ais con-
version experience. “At midday... I saw a light...
brighter than the sun!” (v. 13).

e In verses 19-23, he talks about bis post-conver-
sion life, “1 was not disobedient to the heav-
enly vision... [I] declared [the gospel]” in
Damascus and Jerusalem, in Judea and to
the Gentiles, “the Jews seized me... [and I]
having obtained help from God, to this day
I stand witnessing to small and great...” (vv.
19-22).

This is a three-point outline:

1. What your life was like before you received
Christ;

2. How God spoke to you and opened your eyes
to spiritual truth;

3. How your life has changed since being forgiv-
en and following Christ.

Stage Five

Once you have shared your story, #he most important
story is God5 story, the story of Christ. “Bill, do you
think you are at the point where you might consider
opening your heart to Christ and beginning a journey
of discovery with him?”

You have listened to their story, and you have shared your story.
And you have kept caring and loving and connecting,
and not assuming a readiness on their part to jump into
baptismal waters. You have tried to be sensitive and to
follow the lead of the Holy Spirit. You have allowed
them to set the pace without dropping your concern
tor their spiritual life. Now they are open. What do you say?

Paul believed that out of prayer, God would open the
door of hearts. And relying on Him, God would give
us what to say, and tell us when to say it, and even
how we should say it. That’s deep reliance on the Holy
Spirit.

Story:

Almost half (46%) of our meals as Americans are
now caten alone. Hectic and hurried lives, long work
hours, single-parent homes, fathers and mothers both
in the workplace, and the rise of single households atre
factors. In the 1950s, only 4 percent of the US popula-
tion lived alone. Now the number has practically qua-
drupled (15%) — rising to a total of 36 million. Almost
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“We Christians are debtors to all
men at all times in all places, but
we are so smug to the lostness of
men. We've been ‘living in Laodicea’
- lax, loose, lustful, and lazy. Why
is there this criminal indifference
to the lostness of men? Our condem-
nation is that we know how to live
better than we are living.”

Leonard Ravenhill
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one-in-six adult — live alone. That’s 28 percent, more
than one-in-four households.

Loneliness is now an epidemic. In Europe, the prob-
lem is more severe. Half of all households in Sweden
are single individuals living alone. In Denmark, Fin-
land, Germany and Lithuania, the number is 40%.

We are technologically connected, but physically iso-
lated. The social life, especialy of the younger set, is
virtual, simulated, cybernetic. Instead of being face-
to-face, we now face-time being miles apart. We are
more transient — with jobs that now last less than a
few years. With relationships that are convenient and
too often superficial. We are rootless, moving a dozen
times, every 2-5 years, not only from one city to an-
other, but from one nation to another. Joseph Bayly,
in his book, Psalms of My Life, wrote, “Dear God, I am
alone tonight, all alone. A thousand miles from home.
There’s no one here who knows my name except the
desk clerk, and he spelled it wrong. There’s no one
to eat dinner with, no one to laugh at my jokes, no
one to listen to my gripes, no one to be happy with
me about happened today and to say, “That’s great!’
No one cares. There’s just this lousy bed and the
slush in the streets outside between the buildings.”'¢

Session Close:

1. Ask the group, “What was your take-away
from this session?”

2. Evangelism, the witness of the love of Je-
sus we offer to others, is frightening to some
people. What did you learn tonight that takes
away the anxiety about sharing your faith?

3. DPrayer.

1 Joseph Bayly, Psalms of My Life (Wheaton: IL: Tyndale House, 1969).
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PARTICIPANT LEARNING MARKERS:

Introduction

ALL ITEMS ARE CRITICAL

Review the stages:

Notice the stages in Aldrich’s model. This is a bit
more complex than the FIVE STAGES above. I have
integrated the two below.

e STAGE ONE - KNOCK, KNOCK: Esz,
sensing openness, you test the waters and fsten to
your friend and assess where they are spititually.

e STAGE TWO - WAIT, WAIT: Second, give
them space and time to share their story with
you — and that might take a while.

GRATITUDE: Thid be grateful. Thank
them for sharing their spititual journey. That
was a huge indication of openness. They may
have confessed doubts, hurt by other Chris-
tians, anger at God for some loss in their life
or other things. Their story should have given
you a sense of the degree to which the door of
their heart is open. Thank them and make a
gentle suggestion about sharing your journey
with them — let that suggestion simmer even
if they immediately prop the door wide open.

RELATIONAL SPACE: Fourth, their shat-
ing is the first major green light for you. You
can’t do a lot until they open their heart and
trust you to share spiritual things. Once they
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Stage 1: (1) Opening the relationship. Lis-
tening,

Stage 2: (2) Wait. Grant time and space for
the friend to share their story.

Stage 2b: (3) Be grateful. Thank your friend.
Stage 2c: (4) Create space for your friend.
Let them determine the pace. Let the Holy
Spirit lead, by opening their heart.

Stage 3: (5) Offer to share your story, after
hearing the story of the other. “I am praying
for you, and I would love to share my story
with you!”

Stage 3b: (6) Don’t rush the process. Look
for ways to connect with your friend and
strengthen the relationship.

Stage 4: (7) Given an openness, and per-
mission, share the story of your conversion.
Stage 4b: (8) More good news. “I think the
only way you will ever know the peace and
grace of God is to trust Him — to take Him at
his word and pray to invite him into your life.”
Stage 5: (9) Share His story. The story of
Christ.

Stage 5b: (10): Guide them through a re-
sponse to the story. Pray with them. Offer
to walk with them (discipleship).

..---.....-.-.-.-.@
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share in a way they rarely have, they need time
to process. And you need to give the Holy
Spirit, your senior partner, time to work.
You want them to express hunger. You don’t
want to dominate the relationship. It must be
mutual. You make the offer, give them the
right to decide without pressure.

STAGE THREE: PATIENCE. IT’S
YOUR MOVE. [Lifih at the approptiate
time, if you have kept the relationship warm,
you repeat your catlier gentle offer, “I am
praying for you. And I would love to share my
story with you — when you are ready. I think
we might have some things in common.” As
before, you want them to take the initiative.
You want to share your story and the gospel,
but through an open door, to a receptive heart.

SENSITIVITY.: Sixth, keep praying. Look
‘or ways to connect your friend with others
with whom they might develop a relationship.
That creates a team and enlarges the chances
of your friend hearing the gospel.

STAGE FOUR: IT’S MY MOVE. Ser-
enth, when the door opens, be ready to share.
Rehearse your story beforeband. Rely on
the Holy Spirit. He opened the door. He will
whisper WHAT to say, HOW to say it, and
WHEN to say it (Col. 4:2-6). Walk in wisdom.
Seize the right moment. Pray for the right an-
swer to their questions.

I'VE GOT MORE GOOD NEWS:
Eighth, Suggest the next step, “I think the
only way you will know the truth of this, and
the love of God is to trust him. There are
some principles that I think could help you.
Maybe we could talk about them next time.

STAGE FIVE: HIS STORY! Niuth. Now
you are at Stage Five, sharing the gospel. You
probably shared gospel nuggets in your own
story — but your story, though it includes a
gospel encounter, is not His story. It is not
the gospel. Be prepared.

HERE IS THE GOOD NEWS OFFER:
Tenth. Be systematic, deliberate and inten-
tional. Depending on the model you are us-
ing, it may be good to have an open Bible to
point out scriptures. Ask if they have one.

50

Insight:

Common activities un-
nerve collegiates making
them feel unsafe. In an un-
familiar area, 82 percentare
anxious as are 78 percent
when meeting a stranger.
A whopping 97 percent
worry about their safety in
public daily. Three-in-four
won't venture out with a
cell phone, a lifeline to 911
or a friend. What does this
say about personal evange-
lism and the bridge of trust
needed to share the gospel?
Sixty percent of collegiates
have been diagnosed by a
mental health specialists as
having an anxiety or de-
pression disorder.
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Session Five: Models For Evangelism

If not, buy one — and use it to guide them

through the gospel narrative. Mark up the
passages so they will find them easily. Pray

with them. Offer to continue to connect and

disciple them.
Evangelism Models:

The Four Spiritual laws are a basic model for sharing
faith. They begin with the /e God, “God loves you
and He has a wonderful plan for your life.” But there
is a problem, “Sin separates us from a holy God.” There
is also a solution, “Christ came to seek and save, and
his death is counted for us as redemption. He is our
bridge back to God.” Finally, action is required. “You
must receive Christ as your Savior, inviting him into
your lifel And then you will experience his love and
begin your journey of following him.”

Here are some additional models of evangelism:

Here is a quick overview of some gospel narratives:

THE Four SPIRITUAL LAwS

®  God loves you (John 3:16; 10:10), and He has
a plan for your life.. GOD’S LOVE.

= As flawed humans (that includes you and
me), our sin has separated us from a holy
God. (Romans 3:23; 6:23). OUR SIN.

= Jesus Christ is God’s only provision for our
sin. (Romans 5:8; 1 Corinthians 15:3 — 6; John
14:6). There is no other way of salvation. JE-
SUS — OUR PROVISION.

®  We must individually, each of us, personally,
pray, believe, and them receive, welcome Je-
sus Christ as Savior and Lord (John 1:12; 3:1
— 8; Ephesians 2:8 — 9; Revelation 3:20).
OUR PRAYER - BELIEVING AND
RECEIVING.

STEPS TO PEACE WiTH GOD
(Billy Graham Method)

* Gods plan — Peace and life (God loves
you and wants you to experience His
peace and life. The Bible says, “For God
so loved the world that he gave his one
and only Son, that whoever believes in
him should not perish but have eternal
life” (John 3:10).
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“Every man is a missionary, now
and forever, for good or for evil,
whether he intends or designs it or
not. He may be a blot radiating his
dark influence outward to the very
circumference of society, or he may
be a blessing spreading benediction
over the length and breadth of the
world. But a blank he cannot be:
there are no moral blanks; there are
no neutral characters.”

Thomas Chalmers
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Our Problem — Separation (Being at peace

with God is not automatic. God gave us free
will to choose and we chose to disobey him.
This is what separates us from God).

God’s Remedy — The Cross: Jesus Died on
the cross and rose again. Paying the penalty
for our sins, Jesus bridged the gap between
us and God.

Our Response — Receive Christ: We must
trust and receive Christ as our Lord and Sav-
ior (John 1:12).

THE RomaAN RoaD

Romans 3:23 — “For all have sinned and fall
short of the glory of God.”

Romans 6:23 — “For the wages of sin is
death but the free gift of God is eternal life
in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

Romans 5:8 — “But God demonstrates his
own love for us in this: while we still sinners

Christ died for us.”

Romans 10:9 — “If you declare with your
mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your
heart that God raised him from the dead,
you will be saved.”

Romans 10:13 — “For everyone who calls on
the name of the Lord will be saved.”

THE G.O.S.P.E.L. JoURNEY

God created us to be with Him (Genesis 1-2).
Obur sins separate us from Him (Genesis 3).

Sins Cannot be Removed by good deeds
(Isaiah 64:6).

Paying the price for sin, Jesus died and rose
again (John 19:30).

Everyone who trusts in him alone has eter-
nal life (1 John 5:11-13).

Life with Jesus starts now and lasts forever
(John 10:10).
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PARTICIPANT ACTION:

O O

10.

11.

12.

Review the evangelism models.

Grasp the essence of each of them.
Choose two you plan to use.

Memorize those — including any scriptures.

Resist any idea of presenting these in a fixed,
rigid form — that would be a mistake.

Rather, use them as a resoutce, a road map
that helps you tie His-story to scripture.

As you share, don’t do so as a lecture.

However, you may find it helpful, in ‘some’
cases, to open a Bible and show some individ-
ual the passage. Most will trust you — and that
will allow your sharing to be informal, natural.

At some point, in the discipleship phase, you
will want them to open a Bible and see the
chapter-verse that you shared with them.

The point is, that in this culture, if the wit-
nessing experience turns into a lecture — you
lose. It is no longer peer sharing with peer,
you have taken a place of dominance.

Dominance has the power of manipulation.
So while your moral standards and your eth-
ical behavior and your relationship with God
gives you an edge, you don’t want to posture
arrogantly, but rather, as a servant.

You want the Holy Spirit to quietly, invisibly
lead — while you support, and love the indi-
vidual open to receiving Christ.




THE 5 FINGER METHOD
Here are five key components of the Gospel.
" Jesus’ virgin birth
" Jesus’ sinless life
" Jesus’ atoning death
" Jesus’ literal resurrection

" Jesus’ ascension and present enthrone-
ment

Story:

One of the great pieces of literature is that of Vic-
tor Hugo, Les Miserables. In the story, Jean Valjean is a
peasant. An ordinary and decent human who, during
the French Revolution, was imprisoned for theft. He
stole bread to feed his starving family. For a loaf of
bread, wrongly, but understandably, confiscated, the
man spent nineteen harsh years in prison at hard labor.

When released, he was sullen and bitter at the wortld
and at God. As an ex-convict, he struggled to find a
decent job. One night, indigent and needing shelter,
he knocked on the door of Monseigneur Myriel, a
74-year-old bishop. The Revolution had been unkind
to the bishop as well. A man of wealth and means, all
that remained was a collection of silverware — six forks
and knives, two candlesticks and a soup ladle. Valjean
thought the bishop’s home was an inn. He was sur-
prised by the warm welcome he received, the gracious
meal, the hospitality and kindness of the Bishop. But it
did not soften his hard heart.

Rising from a warm and clean bed, the first he had
known for twenty years, he had evil in his heart. As the
Bishop slept, he proceeded to gather the silver he had
seen catlier and slip away into the cover of the dark.

It was only a matter of hours before he was appre-
hended by the French police was caught with the stolen
goods. The Bishop was called. Arriving, he was pre-
sented with the stolen forks and spoons, and then he
saw Jean shackled. He immediately asked that he be re-
leased. Greeting Valjean, the Bishop said, smiling, “I’'m
glad to see you. But I don’t understand. I gave you the
candlesticks too ... why did you not carry them away
with your forks and spoons?”

The police were mystified. Jean Valjean was perplexed
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by such grace. The Bishop assured him that he
had no cause for charges against him, adding, “Do

not forget, never forget, that you have promised
to use this money in becoming an honest man...

Jean Valjean, my brother, you no longer belong to

evil, but to good. It is your soul that I am buying

for you. I withdraw it from [heinous| thoughts and
from the spirit of perdition, and I give it to God.”

Valjean was not relieved. If a loaf of bread had cost

him 19 years, for how many years should he be put

away for the theft of a collection of silver? He was

shocked by grace. From that grace he could not escape.
He returned to the scene of his crime and knelt at the

Bishop’s door. His hard heart had become miraculously

tender. His bitterness had been washed away. His anger

pacified. Jean Valjean had been transformed by grace,
by the gift of love manifest as forgiveness.

Session Close:

1. Ask the group, “What was your take-away

from this session?”

2. Evangelism, the witness of the love of Je-
sus we offer to others, is frightening to some

people. What did you learn tonight that takes

away the anxiety about sharing your faith?

3. Prayer.
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Competency Exescises

These are OPEN book exercises. Most of the answers will be found in this Review Guide. Some might be found
in the book, Evangelism as Blessing!

Complete the statements below finding answers from Session One of the Review Guide.

Completions:

1. InPsalm__  David emphasized the importance of not being silent when enemies of the faith were intimidating;
2. David was convinced that his was related to the silence of

3. One of the important resources in evangelism is the every tool.

4. 'This is a way to fulfill the command of Jesus to love our

5. The app ask you to pray daily, if possible, for neighbors.

6. Praying for only a handful of neighbors, over the course of about three-to-four weeks,

10.

11.

means that you will pray for about 100 neighbors in less than a month.

If each household is 2.5 people, then prayer for 100 neighbor homes is a prayer-reach of adults
and children. A church with only fifty participating missional homes, means a mission reach of
individuals, and families. .

For the workplace, a great prayer-evangelism strategy is starting a group.

Here is how that works: A believer finds a minimum of other work associates. They agree to meet

together a week, for about minutes to pray for unchurched work associates.

SALTY stands for S- , for being A at work, and A to represent

God. Being I and I T that is wholesome, as you T others

about Christ. Finally, by Y our lives to the Holy Spirit.

If you own a company or serve as an executive, you have authority, which should be conse-
55
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12.

13.

14.
15.
16.

17.
18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.
25.

crated to God for His use.

Even if you do not have the authority of an owner or manager, you might have author-
ity. If so, you should use that authority for the glory of God.

If you have no authority as earth measures authority, as a believer, you have authot-
ity. That authority is the highest authority — it serves to represent the Kingdom of God.

You are a carrier of God’s . A living, moving, breathing, mobile

Think of yourself as organic temple, as a priest of Christat your place of work, the informal

You may be the rare example of Christ that someone who works around you sees. You are a

Who brought Peter, the apostle, to Christ? , his brother.

According to Billy Graham, percent of those who surrendered to Christ in the crusades he conduct-
ed, were brought by

An Operation Andrew group is composed of individuals who pray together about friends who
do not yet know Christ.

Using the Operation Andrew model, you want to make a list of — family members, friends,
work associates and neighbors who are not actively engaged in church — which means, that they may not be
actively practicing their faith or as engaged in fellowship as is desirable.

Next, you want to categorize your list — those who most , and somewhat open, and closed or
resistant to witness.

You want to for all of them at least weekly; but focus on your most open list, and pray
for them

This Operation Andrew group of , a triad, prays together and supports one another, in the
process of winning unchurched family members and friends to Christ.

The prayer you want to pray for your unchurched friends and family is the prayer.

BLESS is an acronym, an outline for prayer. You are praying for the B - physical needs, rest,
healing, etc.; and for their L, - their workplace and safety, their strength and compensation; and
for their E - needs, their well-being. For healing for the battering and bruising of life. For the
S life, their family and friends. The relational circle in which they life. And finally, for the
S , their spiritual life, their relationship with God.

There are 25 statements in this competency exercise, but 45 answers. The answers are below. How many an-
swers did you get right the FIRST time, before checking the ‘answer key’?

Grading Scale

40 plus = Sharp! Attentive to detail.
35 plus = Competent.

30 plus = Tighten Your Belt.
Minus 25 = What can I say?

Now, go back and correct your answers.

Answers: 1. Psalm 39. 2. Silence, God. 3. Bless, home. 4. Neighbors. 5. Five. 6. Daily. 7. 2500, 12,500, 5000. 8.
SALTY. 9. 2, once, 30. 10. Supplication, Anointed, Appointed, Love and Light, Talk, Truth, Yield. 11. Juris-
dictional. 12. Relational. 13. Spiritual. 14. Presence. 15. Chaplain. 16. Missionary. 17. Andrew. 18. 80. 19. 3. 20.
Unchurched. 21. Open. 22. Pray. 23. Three. 24. Bless. 25. Body, Labor, Emotional, Social, Spititual/Soul.

56
oo o o o o oo o0 GO o e e



Competency Exercises

Mark each question as (T) True or (F) false.

1. The purpose of blessing is to wake up in individuals a sense of God’s presence. T/F

2. 'The blessing points to the ‘goodness’ of God — and that leads to repentance. T/F

3. As believers, our speech is always to be gracious. T/F

4. Priests offer a blessing, and we believe in the ‘priesthood of all believers.” T/F

5. As priests, we stand on the bridge between heaven and earth, between God and the lost, giving God visi-
bility by the reflection of Him image, and audibility, by our witness. T/F

6. If you don’t feel worthy to function as a priest — you shouldn’t dare attempt to do so. T/F

You need to be confident, and spiritual, and holy enough, as a priestly believer, in order to bless others —
and that rules most of us out. T/F

8. Itisn’t really our blessing at all —it is the blessing of God that we give voice to. Itis really a form of prayer. T/F

Beginning with a “God bless you!” we move to an intensified blessing, when we ask, “May I pray a prayer
of blessing over you?” T/F

10. Such a prayer of blessing almost always references God as Father and mentions grace and God’s providen-
tial guidance and the enabling grace of God associated with God’s presence. T/F

11. A good witness, especially to the contemporary Gen Z culture is to argue the truth claims of the gospel
and do so fiercely, even combatively. T/F

12. If people accept the truth — love them; if not, they are unworthy of love. T/F

13. As we bless others, we express God’s love. T/F

14. And in expressing God’s love, we call attention to God’s goodness. T/F

15. When people become aware of God’s presence, the most common evidence is a sense of God’s love. T/F
16. Sensing the love of God, and the goodness of God, and my sin before His holiness, leads to repentance. T/F
17. That happens at the intersection of love and truth, both quickened by the Holy Spirit. T/F

18. We must learn to move beyond self-interested prayer, to missional prayer — for the 3.5 billion who have
never heard the gospel. T/F

19. God’s arms are big enough to embrace both our problems and those who have never heard the gospel. T/F
20. The question is — can we embrace the lost, the unreached, and regulatly pray for them? T/F

21. Intercessory prayer is often used as a means of our praying for one another’s prayer request —a noble thing;
but not, as frequently as it should be used, for missional prayer. T/F

22. We are called to stand ‘in the middle’ between God and the lost. T/F
23. We pray and serve from the middle. T/F
24. That requitres that we break our silence — both vertically, in prayer, and hotizontally, in witness. T/F

25. Prayer has no stand-alone value. Its essence is self-talk to encourage us to ‘do something’ for God. T/F

There are 25 true-false statements in this competency exercise. How many did you get right the FIRST time.

Use the ‘answer key’ below:
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Grading Scale
20 plus = Sharp! Attentive to detail.
15 plus = Competent, but barely.
10 plus = Tighten Your Belt —a lot!
Minus 10 = What can I say?

Now, go back and correct your answers.

Answer Key: All answers are ‘true’ except, numbers 6, 7, 11, 12 and 25.
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Competency Exercises

Complete the statements below, finding answers from Session Three of the Companion Review Guide.

Completions:

1. To realize the blessing, you must experientially the blessing,

2. You must both and it.

3. You must lay-hold of it, as if you it. It is yours, the blessing is a gift from God.

4. 'The word bless in Hebrew is barak, and it means

5. Itis a reminder that prayer and are bound together, and both are associated with the
of God.

6. In healthy prayer, is in charge of the encounter.

7. In the first chapter of Genesis, we find God blessing Adam and Eve. The first encounter between God
and man, finds God . And the last thing Jesus does before he ascends into heaven is to
bless. Thus, God’s dealing with humans are framed, from the beginning to the end with

8. There are two models for priesthood in the Bible. That of and that of
9. The priesthood of Aaron was bound to the temple.

10. The priesthood of Melchizedek was free of the temple.

11. We are called to be a of priests, after the order of Melchizedek.

12. was a priest after the order of Melchizedek.

13. God wanted Israel, the whole nation, to be a kingdom of to the nations, but they refused.
14. After the Babylonian captivity, God again, in Isaiah | urged them to be ° of God, the

whole nation, anointed, essentially priests to the nations. Again, they refused.

15. , the Baptist broke from the institutional priesthood, and went to the wilderness, calling the
entire nation to repent. He was the forerunner to the priestly ministry of Jesus and his disciples — the order

of Melchizedek.

16. Being a person of blessing means that we are essentially peacemakers, since the end of the blessing is
- shalom, wholeness.

17. Jesus was called the ,and angels declared God’s desire at this birth,
of earth, goodwill to men. We continue that ministry.

18. Jesus left his disciples with a pronouncement, “My I give to you,” and he spoke the language
of peace over them.

19. God’s vision is for a world, and we are the agents of reconciliation.

20. The ministry of peace and reconciliation is the announcement of news. It is the language
of

21. Christianity is not a mere philosophy or religion. It is not merely theological propositions or ethical princi-
ples. It is a new to live.

22. Three things we must understand together are: Believing, Behaving and

23. The carliest Christians were not called Christians. They were those who belonged to the
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24.

25.

26. John Finney says, Christianity is not a decision as much as it is a

The way was not rote religion or tradition. The ‘Way’ was a person. His name was . He was
the model for life for all his followers.

Two evangelism models have influenced us over the years — the model, which is propo-
sitional, forcing a decision, and the model, which emphasized the relational and was a
casual approach, emphasizing belonging, before believing.

27. Joe Aldrich reminds us that we can - with unchurched friends without having to be
to them.
28. Aldrich sees evangelism in three stages: , and
29. The evangelism style of the recent past was often , even contentious, and not
conversational.
30. The kind of evangelism we are urging is and transformational, emphasizing love.

There are 30 statements in this competency exercise, but 41 answers. The answer key is found below.

How many did you get right the FIRST time, before correcting using the ‘answer key’ below::

Grading Scale

35 plus = Sharp! Attentive to detail.
30 plus = Competent.

25 plus = Tighten Your Belt.
Minus 20 = What can I say?

Now, go back and correct your answers.

Answers: 1. Grasp. 2. Believe, receive. 3. Own. 4. Knee. 5. Humility, blessing, 6. God. 7. Blessing, blessing. 8.
Melchizedek, Aaron. 9. Institutional. 10. Organic. 11. Kingdom. 12. Jesus. 13. Priests. 14. 61, ministers. 15.
John. 16. Peace. 17. Prince, peace. 18. Peace. 19. Reconciled. 20. Good, love. 21. Way. 22. Belonging. 23. Way.
24. Jesus. 25. Roman, Celtic. 26. Process. 27. Identify, identical. 28. Presence, proclamation, persuasion. 29.
Confrontation. 30. Conversational.
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Competency Exercises

Complete the statements below, finding answers from Session Four of the Review Guide.

Completions: Part 1

1.

ok b

In this evangelism model, you want to create relational , a sense of
showing interest.

You do not dominate the conversation. Rather, you to them.

Let them tell you their

When it is appropriate, but rarely in the same session, you share your

Then, when given permission, you tell story, the story of Christ.

True or False: Part 2

6.

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

15.
16.
17.
18.
19.

20.

21.
22.

23.
24.

The first stage in the witness process is asking the ‘spiritual pilgrimage’ question. T/F
You need to do that in the first five minutes after you meet the unchurched individual. T/F

They are sinners — so don’t expect them to be spiritual hungry or inquisitive. You may need to force the
questions on them. T/F

Never ask for permission to share your story — overtalk them if necessary. T/F

First, you want to create an environment in which they feel safe in sharing their story. T/F

You don’t want to rush. You want affirm, and give them time, to unpack something very private and personal. T/F
Typically this kind of evangelism which is deeply relational, unwraps over a seties of encounters. T/F
You build a bridge of trust — and that invites them to share their story. T/F

Your life, your character, you evident love of the Lord and care for them, causes them to be inquisitive
about your story. T/F

Your story then leads to His story and an opportunity to lead the person to Christ. T/F
If things ate not moving along — push, pry, force a decision. T/F

It is possible to win an argument and lose a soul. You don’t want to do that. T/F

Some evangelism relationships take years. Some unwrap much quicker. T/F

The Holy Spirit is true ‘witness,” and he works quietly in the heart of the other person — and we need to
give him time to work, and trust that as we pray, he is working, T/F

Prayer is the essential partner to evangelism. We cannot rely on our persuasion skills, but on the Holy Spir-
it’s convicting, convincing power. T/F

You always want permission to share — and their permission is an indication of an open heart. T/F

When you share you story, use the three-point outline. What you life was life before Christ. How God
opened your eyes to your need for salvation. And what your life has been like since you came to Christ. T/F

If there is no open doot, slow down — and do as Paul urged, pray the door of their heart open again. T/F

If they close the door to your witness, keep the relationship open — even if your verbal evangelism effort
has stalled. You are still witnessing with your life, and that may be a rare thing in their life. T/F
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25. Remember the power of blessing, You want to speak a blessing and be a blessing, Staying near them may
give you a chance to be God’s love to them in a tough time. T/F

There are 5 statements in this completion competency exercise above, but 7 answers. The answer key is found
below.

Completions Answer Key: 1. Space, openness, sincere. 2. Defer. 3. Story. 4. Story. 5. His.
How many did you get right the FIRST time:

There are 20 True or False statements. The answer key is below.
True or False Answer Key: All answers are TRUE, except 6-9 and 16.
How many did you get right the FIRST time:

Total current for both sections:

Grading Scale
25 plus = Sharp! Attentive to detail.
20 plus = Competent.
15 plus = Tighten Your Belt.
Minus 10 = What can I say?

Now, go back and correct your answers.
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Competency Exercises

Sessiore Pve

Complete the statements below, finding answers from Session Five of the Review Guide.

Completion

1. The Four Spiritual Laws are:

Begin with God’s

And move to our

And introduces as our provision.

Then calls for our , to both believe and receive.

2. The Scriptures associated with the Four Spiritual Laws are:

God’s love - 3:16; 10:10.
Our sin — Rom. 3:__ ;6:__ .
Jesus, our provision — Rom. 5:___; 1 15:3-6; John ___:6.

Our prayer to believe and receive — John 1:_; 3:1-8; Eph. 2:___; Revelation __:20.
3. Billy Graham’s Steps to Peace are:

God’s .

Our (sin).

God’s (Jesus).

Our . To receive Christ.

4. 'The Roman Road:
Romans 3:_ - All have

Romans 6:____ - The wages of sin is

Romans 5:_ - God has demonstrated his

Romans 10:___ - If we confess that Jesus is Lord, we will be saved.

Romans 10:___ - Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.

5. The Five Finger Method:

Jesus’ birth.
Jesus’ life.
Jesus’ atoning

Jesus’ literal
, . .
Jesus’ ascension into heaven and his present

There are five statements in this competency exercise, but 30 answers. The answer key is found below.

How many did you get right the FIRST time:
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Grading Scale
25 plus = Sharp! Attentive to detail.
20 plus = Competent.
15 plus = Tighten Your Belt.
Minus 10 = What can I say?

Now, go back and correct your answers.

Answer Key:

1. Love, Sin, Jesus. Prayer.

2. Love, John, 23, 23.

3. Plan, problem, remedy, response.

4. 16, sinned; 23, death; 8, love; 9, 13.

5. Virgin, sinless death, resurrection, enthronement.

Just for fun! How many answers did you get right in the entire exercise — the first time. Go back and tally your

numbers:
Session One: of 45
Session Two: of 25.
Session Three: of 41.
Session Four: of 7 (Part 1)

of 20 (Part 2)

Session Five: of 30
TOTAL: of 168.

Grading Scale:

150 plus = Sharp! You win the prize!
120 plus = Near the head of the class.
100 plus = In the pack — keep running!
Minus 80 = Don’t drop out!
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Competency Exercises

ACTION Competencies:
0 1 have memorized the SALTY acronym.
0 1 have identified at least two others who might help me begin a SALTY group at my workplace.
0 1 have downloaded the SALTY prayer guide.
0 I know what an Operation Andrew group is all about.
0 1 have identified at least two others who might join me in forming an Operation Andrew group.
0 I have registered on the Bless Every Home website.
O 1 prayed for my first five neighbors.
0 I have memorized the BLESS prayer.
O 1 blessed at least one person while going through this study.
O 1 offered a prayer of blessing over at least one person while going through this study.
0 I understand the concept of the ‘priestly middle,” and I am trying to move to that middle.
0 1 have memorized the Aaronic Blessing,

0 I understand the difference between the organic priesthood of Melchizedek and the institutional
priesthood of Aaron —and I see both as valid and valuable.

o laffirm my understanding that evangelism begins with love, with a blessing, and that truth rides on
the back of love.

0 1 understand that the blessing must be received — grasped, owned, deeply believed. “I am blessed!
Loved by God!”

O Iseenow that the Bible begins with God blessing Adam and Eve, and the ministry of Jesus ends with
a blessing. The whole of God’s relationships with humans is His desire to bless, from Creation to
Redemption.

0 1 have a grasp of the stages of relational evangelism outlined in Session Four.

0 1 have rehearsed ‘My Story” in three stages — Before Christ, How I met Christ, and My Life After
Christ. And I can tell that story without making it all about myself!

0 lhaverehearsed ‘His Story’ and how to share Christ with others in a concise but compelling manner.

0 1 have memorized two of the four evangelism models in Session Five.

Total boxes checked out of 20:

Grading Scale:
15 plus = Sharp! Youre on your way!
12 plus = Great Start!
10 plus = Keep Checking Off the Boxes!

Minus 10 = Don’t give up! You are on the narrow way, and it is uphill, but believe me, there
are some great views ahead!
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The last set of ACTION Competencies is the highest measure. It is not what you know, but what you have
integrated behaviorally. Don’t give up! Just trying is major step forward —and it puts you ahead of 95% of other
Christians in the USA, who have never attempted to share their faith! Bravo! Or better, Hallelujah, and may
God use you to bring glory to Jesus Christ.
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