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Leaving Independence Hall, Benjamin Franklin was asked, “What
kind of  government have you given us?” To which he quipped, “A
republic, if  you can keep it.”
Since the French Revolution in 1789, France has gone through 15
different constitutions—so many that the nation has been called a
“constitutional laboratory” of  monarchies, empires, and republics.
Germany, since 1776, the date of  the founding of  the United
States, has gone through roughly five distinct constitutional
systems, and Russia, in the post-Soviet era, has gone through
eight. China, in the last seventy years, has raced through five
iterations of  its constitution. But America—and its republic—has
lasted, even through a civil war.
Abraham Lincoln famously observed the danger for America: “If
destruction be our lot, we must ourselves be its author and finisher.”
His concern was that, if America ever fell, it would die by suicide.
Republics fall most often due to internal corruption, extreme
political polarization, wealth inequality, or a transition to
authoritarianism—all of  which we are now seeing. Gridlock,
groupthink, the lack of  grace, and the absence of  true and classic
liberalism mean an inability to resolve disputes and effect internal
reforms that mitigate against a level of  violence that threatens to
topple the government.
During the 1787 Constitutional Convention, George Washington
sat in a mahogany Chippendale-style armchair. It bore the image
of a sun in the headrest. At the end of  the convention, Benjamin
Franklin asked to speak. Commenting on the sunburst, he said
that during the convention, and through all the wrangling, he
had been thinking about that image, asking himself, “Is the sun
rising or setting on America?” He optimistically declared that he
believed it to be rising.
Now we must ask the question again: “Is the sun rising or setting
on America?” Perhaps only God knows. Perhaps God is the
determining factor.
Join millions across the nation this July 4th for the Sunrise Prayer
Service. Pray for the “Son” to rise in America—for a spiritual
awakening.
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Your Next Step in the Movement

This Fall
Host a Joining Jesus gathering in your city with Prayer At
The Heart and The Rooftop—One Jesus. One Mission. One
Church.
Contact John Whaley: john.whaley@prayerattheheart.org

At Work
• Start a SALTY Workplace Prayer Group with two other
believers. Sign up @ https://prayerattheheart.org/project-
2026/salty-groups/
• Become a Certified Workplace Lay Chaplain. 
Contact Dr. Julius Koonce:
julius.koonce@prayerattheheart.org 

Leadership Training
Become a Certified Christian Ambassador. Available @
https://prayerattheheart.org/project-2026/prayer-
ambassadors/

Prayer Opportunities
• Join the Prayer Wall—one hour of prayer for your state and
our nation. 
Contact Elana Stockman:
elana.stockman@prayerattheart.org
• Serve on the Prayer & Crisis Referral Line. Free training.
Only 2 hours weekly. 
Contact Linda Morrison: linda@yourprayerteam.com

Mark Your Calendar
• 21 Days of Prayer — January 10–31, 2027 | Nightly at 8:30
PM on www.Christianbody.net. Call in number: 518-318-7117
• Million Soul Campaign 2027 — March 28–May 16, 2027 |
Special focus: Gen Z.

Join the Million Soul Campaign effort at
www.PrayerAtTheHeart.org
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